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PREFACE.

To the members of the church of the Latter Day Saints-
DEAR BRETHREN:

We deem it to be unnecessary to entertain you aviimgthy preface to the
following volume, but merely to say, that it comsin short, the leading
items of the religion which we have professed tieelbe.

The first part of the book will be found to contairseries of Lectures as
delivered before a Theological class in this placel in consequence of
their embracing the important doctrine of salvatiae have arranged them
into the following work.

The second part contains items or principles ferrtgulation of the
church, as taken from the revelations which hawmlggven since its
organization, as well as from former ones.

There may be an aversion in the minds of some ageeneiving any thing
purporting to be articles of religious faith, innsequence of there being so
many now extant; but if men believe a system, aofegs that it was given
by inspiration, certainly, the more intelligiblyey can present it, the better.
It does not make a principle untruepront it, neither does it make it true
not to print it.

The church viewing this subject to be of importaraggointed, through
their servants and delegates the High Council, gearants to select and
compile this work. Several reasons might be adducéalorof this move
of the Council, but we only add a few words. ThegWw that the church
was evil spoken of in many places--its faith anligbenisrepresented, and
the way of truth thus subverted. By some it wasasgnted as disbelieving
the bible, by others as being an enemy to all gwddr and uprightness,
and by others as being injurious to the peacel gioalernments civil and
political.

We have, therefore, endeavored to present, thaufgwi wordspur belief,
and when we say this, humbly trust, the faith amicgples of this society
as a body.

We do not present this little volume with any otbgpectation than that we
are to be called to answer to every principle adednin that day when the
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secrets of all hearts will be revealed, and theardwof every man's labor be
given him.

With sentiments of esteem and sincere respectubscabe ourselves your
brethren in the bonds of the gospel of our Loradigeéshrist.

JOSEPH SMITH jr.
OLIVER COWDERY.
SIDNEY RIGDON.
F.G. WILLIAMS.

Kirtland, Ohio, February 17, 1835.
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THEOLOGY.

LECTURE FIRST

ON THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH OF THE
LATTER DAY SAINTS.

Of Faith.
SECTION 1.

1 FAITH being the first principle in revealed relg, and the foundation
of all righteousness, necessarily claims the fitate in a course of lectures
which are designed to unfold to the understandiveg doctrine of Jesus
Christ.

2 In presenting the subject of faith, we shall olze¢he following order:
3 First, Faith itself--what it is:

4 Secondly, The object on which it rests; and

5 Thirdly, The effects which flow from it.

6 Agreeably to this order we have first to show wia#h is.

7 The author of the epistle to the Hebrews, in tlesenth chapter of that
epistle, and first verse, gives the following de&ifom of the word faith:

8 Now faith is the substance (assurance) of thiragsed for, the evidence
of things not seen.
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9 From this we learn, that faith is the assurancechvimen have of the
existence of things which they have not seen; hadtinciple of action in
all intelligent beings.

10 If men were duly to consider themselves, and their thoughts and
reflections to the operations of their own mindseyt would readily
discover that it is faith, and faith only, which tise moving cause of all
action, in them; that without it, both mind and aodould be in a state of
inactivity, and all their exertions would ceasethbphysical and mental.

11 Were this class to go back and reflect upon tiséohy of their lives,
from the period of their first recollection, andkathemselves, what
principle excited them to action, or what gave themergy and activity, in
all their lawful avocations, callings and pursuitshat would be the
answer? Would it not be that it was the assurancehwve had of the
existance of things which we had not seen, as W% it not the hope
which you had, in consequence of your belief in ¢éestence of unseen
things, which stimulated you to action and exertion order to obtain
them? Are you not dependant on your faith, or lheloe the acquisition of
all knowledge, wisdom and intelligence? Would yoweré yourselves to
obtain wisdom and intelligence, unless you did éxadi that you could
obtain them? Would you have ever sown if you hadbsdieved that you
would reap? Would you have ever planted if you haidbelieved that you
would gather? Would you have ever asked unlesshgaalibelieved that
you would receive? Would you have ever sought snjesi had believed
that you would have found? Or would you have evescked unless you
had believed that it would have been opened unt@ yo a word, is there
any thing that you would have done, either physocainental, if you had
not previously believed? Are not all your exertiorsf every kind,
dependant on your faith? Or may we not ask, wheae ly@u, or what do
you possess, which you have not obtained by reasgour faith? Your
food, your raiment, your lodgings, are they notigllreason of your faith?
Reflect, and ask yourselves, if these things atesaoTurn your thoughts
on your own minds, and see if faith is not the mgwause of all action in
yourselves; and if the moving cause in you, itat m all other intelligent
beings?

12 An as faith is the moving cause of all action imp®ral concerns, so it
Is in spiritual; for the Savior has said, and thatly, that he
thatbelieveth and is baptized, shall be saved. Mark 16:16.

13 As we receive by faith, all temporal blessingd tlia do receive, so we,
in like manner, receive by faith all spiritual dexys, that we do receive.
But faith is not only the principle of action, baf power, also, in all
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intelligent beings, whether in heaven, or on eafrtius says the author of
the epistle to the Hebrews, 11:3:

14 Through faith we understand that the worlds weaenéd by the word
of God: so that things which are seen were not nuddaings which do
appear.

15 By this we understand that the principle of powdnjch existed in the
bosom of God, by which the worlds were framed, feath; and that it is
by reason of this principle of power, existing iretDeity, that all created
things exist-so that all things in heaven, on easthunder the earth, exist
by reason of faith, as it existed in HIM.

16 Had it not been for the principle of faith the waslwould never have
been framed, neither would man have been formethefdust--it is the
principle by which Jehovah works, and through whehexercises power
over all temporal, as well as eternal things. Tdke principle or attribute,
(for it is an attribute) from the Deity and he wibalease to exist.

17 Who cannot see, that if God framed the worlds dithf that it is by
faith that he exercises power over them, and thi¢th is the principle of
power? And that if the principle of power, it miog so in man as well as
in the Deity? This is the testimony of all the satwriters, and the lesson
which they have been endeavoring to teach to man.

18 The Savior says, Matthew 17:19,20, in explaining teason why the
disciples could not cast out the devil, that it basause of their unbelief:
"For verily, | say unto you," said he, "if ye hafegth as a grain of mustard-
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hiengender place! and it
shall remove: and nothing shall be impossible yoto."

19 Moroni, while abridging and compiling the recanfl his fathers, has
given us the following account of faith as the pimte of power: He says,
page 563, that it was the faith of Alma and Amuldkich caused the walls
of the prison to be wrent, as recorded on the 2@4the; that it was the
faith of Nephi and Lehi which caused a change tonbeught upon the
hearts of the Lamanites, when they were immersel the Holy Spirit,
and with fire, as seen on the 421st page, andittiveds by faith that the
mountain Zerin was removed, when the brother cddlapake in the name
of the Lord. See also 565th page.

20 In addition to this we are told in Hebrews, 11:33, 34, 35, that
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, taadprophets,
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteoasneobtained
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promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenchedviblence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies ofetlaliens; and that women
received their dead raised to life again. &c. &c.

21 Also, Joshua, in the sight of all Israel, bade gbe and moon to stand
still, and it was done. Josh. 10:12.

22 We here understand, that the sacred writers bay,all these things
were done by faith--It was by faith that the worldere framed--God

spake, chaos heard, and worlds came into ordeedson of the faith there
was in HIM. So with man also--he spake by faiththa name of God, and
the sun stood still, the moon obeyed, mountainsovex, prisons fell,

lions' mouths were closed, the human heart logntaity, fire its violence,

armies their power, the sword its terror, and déatdominion; and all this
by reason of the faith which was in them.

23 Had it not been for the faith which was in manythaght have spoken
to the sun, the moon, the mountains, prisons, Jlidves human heart, fire,
armies, the sword, or to death in vain!

24 Faith, then, is the first great governing prineipkhich has power,
dominion, and authority over all things: by it theyist, by it they are
upheld, by it they are changed, or by it they remagreeably to the will of
God. Without it, there is no power, and without ovwhere could be no
creation, nor existence!

OF THEOLOGY

Question. What is theology?

Answer. It is that revealed science which treatthefbeing and attributes
of God-his relations to us-the dispensations ophowidence-his will with
respect to our actionsand his purposes with respextr end. (Buck's
Theological Dictionary, page 582.)

Q. What is the first principle in this revealedeswe?
A. Faith. (1:1.)

Q. Why is faith the first principle in this revedlscience?

A. Because it is the foundation of all righteousné¢eb. 11:6. Without
faith it is impossible to please God. 1st. Johi, Bittle children, let no
man deceive you: he that doeth righteousnesgghseaus, even as he
(God) is righteous. (1:1.)
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Q. What arrangement sould be followed in presentwegsubject of faith?
A. First, Should be shown what faith is: (1:3.) @edly, The object upon
which it rests; and (1:4.) Thirdly, The effects wainiflow from it. (1:5.)

Q. What is faith?

A. It is the assurance of things hoped for, thelence of things not seen:
Heb. 11:1. That is, it is the assurance we hatkeéxistence of unseen
things. And being the assurance which we haveeé#istence of unseen
things, must be the principle of action in all ingent beings. Heb. 11:3,
Through faith we understand the worlds were fraimgthe word of God.
(1:8,9.)

Q. How do you prove that faith is the principleasftion in all intelligent
beings?

A. First, By duly considering the operations of myn mind; and
secondly, by the direct declaration of scripturdaH&1:7. By faith Noah,
being warned of things not seen as yet, moved f@dh prepared an ark to
the saving of his house; by the which he condentinedvorld, and became
heir of the righteousness which is by faith. Heb:81 By faith Abraham,
when he was called to go out into a place whickhwuld after receive for
an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out not knowinigher he went. Heb.
11:9. By faith he sojourned in the land of promi@®,in a strange country,
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, thieshwith him of the
same promise. Heb. 11:27. By faith Moses forsooypEgnot fearing the
wrath of the king: for he endured as seeing him wghovisible. (1:10,11.)

Q. Is not faith the principle of action in spiritiuhings as well as in
temporal?
A. ltis.

Q. How do you prove it?

A. Heb. 11:6. Without faith it is impossible to pke God. Mark 16:16. He
that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved..Rob6. Therefore, it is of
faith, that it might be by grace; to the end thenpise might be sure to all
the seed: not to that only which is of the law, fouthat also which is of the
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.(112)

Q. Is faith any thing else beside the principlaction?
A. ltis.

Q. What is it?
A. It is the principle of power, also (1:13.)
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Q. How do you prove it?

A. First, It is the principle of power in the deigs well as in man. Heb.
11:3. Through faith we understand that the worldseframed by the word
of God, so that things which are seen were not méatlangs which do
appear.(1:14,15,16.)

Secondly, It is the principle of power in man alBook of Mormon, page
264. Alma and Amulek are delivered from prison. page 421. Nephi and
Lehi, with the Lamanites, are immersed with theif@o. page 565. The
mountain Zerin, by the faith of the brother of #ars removed. Josh.
10:12. Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the daywhe Lord delivered
up the Amorites before the children of Israel, Aedsaid in the sight of
Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon, and tdaown, in the valley of
Ajalon. Josh. 10:13. And the sun stood still, dmelmoon stayed, until the
people had avenged themselves of their enemiest khis written in the
book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the noflkeaven, and hasted not
to go down about a whole day. Mat. 17:19. Then ctrealisciples to
Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast hifhiMat. 17:20. And
Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbeliefidoly | say unto you, if
ye have faith as a grain of mustard--seed, ye shgllnto this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remeve;nothing shall be
impossible unto you.--Heb. 11:32. And what shaky more? for the time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, asfdSamson, and of
Jephthah, of David also, and Samuel, and of thehats. Heb. 11:33. Who
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteoasnebtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Heb. 1XR®#enched the violence
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of wea& were made strong,
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armiefsthe aliens. Heb. 11:35.
Women received their dead raised to life again:@hdr were tortured, not
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain #éebbeesurrection. (1:16-
22.)

Q. How would you define faith in its most unlimitedense?
A. It is the first great governing principle, whiblas power, dominion, and
authority over all things. (1:24.)

Q. How do you convey to the understanding morerigiethat faith is the
first great governing principle, which has powesminion and authority
over all things?

A. By it they exist, by it they are upheld, byhel are changed, or by it
they remain, agreeably to the will of God; and withit there is no power;
and without power there could be no creation, xatence! (1:24.)
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LECTURE SECOND.

Of Faith.
SECTION 2.

1 Having shown in our previous lecture "faith itsefhat it is," we shall
proceed to show secondly the object on which tsres

2 We here observe that God is the only supreme goveand independent
being, in whom all fulness and perfection dwelldhowis omnipotent,

omnipresent, and omnicient; without beginning ofdar end of life; and

that in him every good gift, and every good priheigwells; and that he is
the Father of lights: In him the principle of fadwells independently; and
he is the object in whom the faith of all otherioaéll and accountable
beings centers, for life and salvation.

3 In order to present this part of the subject ate@mr and conspicuous point
of light, it is necessary to go back and show tidences which mankind

had had, and the foundation on which these evideaos or were based,
since the creation, to believe in the existenca Gbd.

4 We do not mean those evidences which are marulféstehe works of
creation, which we daily behold with our naturaésywe are sensible, that
after a revelation of Jesus Christ, the works efation, throughout their
vast forms and varieties, clearly exhibit his ed¢rpower and Godhead.
Romans 1:20. For the invisible things of him frdme treation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things dhe made: even his
eternal power and Godhead. But we mean those eadeoy which the
first thoughts were suggested to the minds of next there was a God
who created all things.

5 We shall now proceed to examine the situation @nnat his first
creation. Moses, the historian, has given us thewiong account of him in
the first chapt. of the book of Genesis, beginnintlp the 20th verse, and
closing with the 30th. We copy from the New Tratisla
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6 And the Lord God said unto the Only Begotten, wias with him from
the beginning, Let us make man in our image, afterdikeness: and it was
done.

7 And the Lord God said, Let them have dominion dherfish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the catiled over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creaps upon thdeart

8 So God created man in his own image, in the intddglee Only Begotten

created he him; male and female created he themh.God blessed them,
and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multigyd replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fishhef 4ea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over every living thing thabwes upon the earth.

9 And the Lord God said unto man, Behold, | haveegiyou every herb
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all théheand every tree in the
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to yibshall be for meat.

10 Again, Genesis 2:15, 16,17,19,20: And the Lord @k the man, and
put him into the garden of Eden, to dress it anéteep it. And the Lord
Godcommanded the man, saying, Of every tree of thdegayou may
freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of dj@md evil you shall not
eat of it, neither shall you touch it; neverthelJegsu may choose for
yourself, for it is given unto you; but remembeatth forbid it: for in the

day that you eat thereof you shall surely die.

11 And out of the ground the Lord God formed everydbed the field, and
every fowl of the air, and commanded that they &hdne brought unto
Adam, to see what he would call them. *** And whate Adam called
every living creature, that was the name thereofi Adam gave names to
all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to gvikeast of the field.

12 From the foregoing we learn man's situation atfingt creation; the

knowledge with which he was endowed, and the highexalted station in

which he was placed--lord, or governor of all tlingn earth, and at the
same time enjoying communion and intercourse wigshMaker, without a

vail to separate between. We shall next proceeextmmine the account
given of his fall, and of his being driven out dketgarden of Eden, and
from the presence of the Lord.

13 Moses proceeds: And they (Adam and Eve) hearddlwe of the Lord

God as they were walking in the garden in the addhe day, and Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence efLitrd God among the
trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unttara, and said unto
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him, Where are you going? And he said, | heard yaice in the garden,
and | was afraid, because | beheld that | was nalkwll hid myself.

14 And the Lord God said unto Adam, Who told you that were naked?
Have you eaten of the tree whereof | told you ytoat should not eat? If so,
you should surely die? And the man said, The wowlaom you gave me,
and commanded that she should remain with me, g@vef the fruit of the

tree, and | did eat.15 And the Lord God said uhe®owoman, What is this
which you have done? And the woman said, The seh@guiled me, and |
did eat.

16 And again, the Lord said unto the woman, | wikaty multiply your
sorrow, and your conception: in sorrow you shaihdprforth children; and
your desire shall be to your husband, and he ghiallover you.

17 And the Lord God said unto Adam, because you lmearkened unto
the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the fafithe tree of which |
commanded you, saying, You shall not eat of itsedrshall be the ground
for your sake: in sorrow you shall eat of it akktays of your life. Thorns
also, and thistles shall it bring forth to you: aymli shall eat the herb of the
field. By the sweat of your face shall you eat breantil you shall return
unto the ground--for you shall surely die-for otititoyou were taken; for
dust you were, and unto dust you shall return. s immediately
followed by the fulfillment of what we previouslaisl: Man was driven, or
sent out of Eden.

18 Two important items are shown from the former qtions: First, After
man was created, he was not left without intellgggror understanding, to
wander in darkness, and spend an existence inagonerand doubt-on the
great and important point which effected his hapgs--as to the real fact
by whom he was created, or unto whom he was ameriabhis conduct.
God conversed with him face to face: in his presdme was permitted to
stand, and from his own mouth he was permittecteive instruction--he
heard his voice, walked befére him, and gazed upisnglory--while
intelligence burst upon his understanding, and kexiabim to give names
to the vast assemblage of his Maker's works.

19 Secondly, we have seen, that, though man did trassg his
transgression did not deprive him of the previongwedge with which he
was endowed, relative to the existence and glorhisfCreator; for no
sooner did he hear his voice, than he sought te hidhself from his
presence.

13
sudbr.org



20 Having shown, then, in the first instance, thad@G®gan to converse
with man, immediately after he "breathed into hastnils the breath of
life," and that he did not cease to manifest himtehim, even after his
fall, we shall next proceed to show, that, thoughwas cast out from the
garden of Eden, his knowledge of the existenceanf ®as not lost, neither
did God cease to manifest his will unto him.

21 We next proceed to present the account of the tdies@lation which
man received, after he was cast out of Eden, amigefucopy from the New
Translation:

22 After Adam had been driven out of the garden, dgah to till the earth,
and to have dominion over all the beasts of tHd,fend to eat his bread by
the sweat of his brow, as the Lord had commanded d&mnd he called upon
the name of the Lord, and so did Eve his wife alsad they heard the
voice of the Lord from the way toward the garderEden, speaking unto
them; and they saw him not, for they were shutfamm his presence: but
he gave unto them commandments that they shouldhiothe Lord their
God, and should offer the firstlings of their flecfor an offering unto the
Lord. And Adam was obedient unto the commandment.

23 And after many days an angel of the Lord appearntd Adam, saying,
why do you offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adaaid unto him, |
know not; but the Lord commanded me to offer séices.

24 And the angel said unto him, This thing is a siomle of the sacrifice of
the Only Begotten of the Father, who is full of ggaand truth. And you
shall do all that you do in the name of the Sord wou shall repent and
call upon Godn his name forever. In that day the Holy Spirili igoon
Adam, and bore record of the Father and the Son.

25 This last quotation, or summary, shows this imgatrtfact, that though
our first parents were driven out of the gardenEden, and were even
separated from the presence of God, by a vail, thdly retained a
knowledge of his existence, and that sufficientlyrtove them to call upon
him. And further, that no sooner was the plan aferaption revealed to
man, and he began to call upon God, than the HpintSvas given,
bearing record of the Father and Son.

26 Moses also gives us an account, in the 4th of Ggned the
transgression of Cain, and the righteousness of, Abd of the revelations
of God to them. He says: In process of time Catubht of the fruit of the
ground, an offering unto the Lord.And Abel alsoumybt of the firstlings of
his flock, and of the fat thereof. And the Lord hradpect unto Abel, and to
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his offering: but unto Cain and to his offering had not respect. Now
satan knew this, and it pleased him. And Cain way \angry, and his
countenance fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, Vehg you angry? why is
your countenance fallen? If you do well, will yoatrbe accepted? And if
you do not well, sin lies at the door, and satasirde to have you; and
except you shall hearken unto my commandments]l Ideliver you up:
and it shall be unto you according to his desire.

27 And Cain went into the field and talked with hisotirer Abel. And
while they were in the field, Cain rose up againist brother Abel, and
slew him. And Cain gloried in what he had donejrsgyl am free! surely
the flocks of my brother will now fall into my hasd

28 But the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel, youstber? And he said,
| know not: am | my brother's keeper? And the Lsattl, What have you
done? the voice of your brother's blood cries umofrom the ground. And
now, you shall be cursed from the earth which hasned her mouth to
receive your brother's blood, from your hand. Wiea till the ground, she
shall not henceforth yield unto you her strengthugitive and a vagabond
also, you shall be in the earth.

29 And Cain said unto the Lord, Satan tempted meusscaf my brother's

flocks. And | was also angry: for his offering wascepted, and mine was
not: My punishment is greater than | can bear. BeEh@u have driven me

out this day from the face of men, and from yowefahall | be hid also;

and | shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in théheand it shall come to

pass, every one that finds me will slay me, becadfigay oath; for these

things are not hid from the Lord. And the Lord saio him, Therefore,

whoever slays Cain, vengeance shall be taken orsauan fold. And the

Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding himutdill him.

30 The object of the foregoing quotations is to stiowhis class the way
by which mankind were first made acquainted with éxistence of a God:
that it was by a manifestation of God to man, drad God continued, after
man's transgression to manifest himself to him &l posterity: and

notwithstanding they were separated from his imatedipresence, that
they could not see his face, they continued to hisavoice.

31 Adam thus being made acquainted with God, comnaiedc the

knowledgewhich he had unto his posterity; and it was throtlgh means

that the thought was first suggested to their mitnds¢ there was a God.
Which laid the foundation for the exercise of thiith, through which

they could obtain a knowledge of his characteralad of his glory.
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32 Not only was there a manifestation made unto Ad&the existence of

a God, but Moses informs us, as before quoted,Gloat condescended to
talk with Cain after his great transgression, syslg his brother, and that
Cain knew that it was the Lord that was talkinghaiim: so that when he
was driven out from the presence of his brethrencdrried with him the

knowledge of the existence of a God: an througé tfeans, doubtless his
posterity became acquainted with the fact that sulohing existed.

33 From this we can see that the whole human farmilyhe early age of

their existence, in all their different branchesadhthis knowledge

disseminated among them; so that the existenceodfli@came an object
of faith, in the early age of the world. And thadmnces which these men
had of the existence of a God, was the testimortheaf fathers in the first

instance.

34 The reason why we have been thus particular enpmt of our subject,
IS, that this class may see by what means it watsGlod became an object
of faith among men after the fall; and what it wlaat stirred up the faith of
multitudes to feel after him; to search after awlealge of his character,
perfections and attributes, until they became esttety acquainted with
him; and not only commune with him, and behold biery, but be
partakers of his power, and stand in his presence.

35 Let this class mark particularly that the testimovhich these men had
of the existence of a God, was the testimony of;nfi@nprevious to the
time that any of Adam's posterity had obtained aifeatation of God to
themselves, Adam their common father had testifiatb them of the
existence of God, and of his eternal power and @adh

36 For instance, Abel, before he received the assaerfitom heaven that
his offerings were acceptable unto God, had redeitree important

information of his father, that such a being digsexwvho had created, and
who did uphold all things. Neither can there beoald existing on the

mind of any person, that Adam was the first who dmnmunicate the

knowledge of the existence of a God, to his pasteand that the whole

faith of the world, from that time down to the pges§ is in a certain degree,
dependent on the knowledge first communicated émtby their common

progenitor; and it has been handed down to theaddygeneration in which
we live, as we shall show from the face of the s@cecords.

37 First, Adam was 130 years old when Seth was Gem. 5:3. And the
days of Adam, after he had begotten Seth, werey8a6s; making him 930
years old when he died. Gen. 5:4,5. Seth was 1@ wmos was born. 5:6.
Enos was 90 when Cainan was born. 5:9. Cainan @ashén Mahalaleel
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was born. 5:12. Mahalaleel was 65 when Jared was Badl5: Jared was
162 when Enoch was born. 5:18. Enoch was 65 whethidelah was
born. 5:21. Methuselah was 187 when Lamech was. Eo#&5b. Lamech
was 182 when Noah was born. 5:28.

38 From this account it appears that Lamech, thefrgiin Adam, and the

father of Noah, was 56 years old when Adam diedthMgelah, 243;

Enoch, 308; Jared 470; Mahalaleel, 535; Cainan, BAb6s, 695; and Seth,
800.

39 So that Lamech, the father of Noah; Methuselahpckn Jared,
Mahalaleel, Cainan, Enos, Seth, and Adam, werdivalg at the same
time, and beyond all controversy, were all preazloérighteousness.

40 Moses further informs us, that Seth lived, after begat Enos, 807
years; making him 912 years old at his death. Geh8. And Enos lived,
after he begat Cainan, 815 years: making him 9@ssyeld when he died.
5:10,11. And Cainan lived, after he begat Mahalal®40 years: making
him 910 years old at his death. 5:13,14. And Mdhalalived, after he
begat Jared, 830 years: making him 895 years okhwie died. 5:16,17.
And Jared lived, after he begat Enoch, 800 yeaekimg him 962 years
old at his death. 5:19,20. And Enoch walked withdGafter he bagat
Methuselah, 300 years: making him 365 years oldmwiewas translated.
5:22,23. And Methuselah lived, after he begat Ldm&®82 years: making
him 969 years old when he died. 5:26,27. Lameckdlivafter he begat
Noah, 595 years: making him 777 years old whenidw &:30,31.

41 Agreeably to this account, Adam died in the 93@hr of the world,
Enoch was translated in the 987th, Seth died inl¥2nd, Enos in the
1140th, Cainan in the 1235th, Mahalaleel in the Oi29 Jared in the
1422nd, Lamech in the 1651st, and Methuselah il @%6th, it being the
same year in which the flood came.

42 So that Noah was 84 years old when Enos died, Tihwainan died,
234 when Mahalaleel died, 366 when Jared died,vid®n Lamech died,
and 600 when Methuselah died.

43 We can see from this that Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleet¢d, Methuselah,
Lamach, and Noah all lived on the earth at the stime, And that Enos,
Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, Methuselah, and Lam&ehe all acquainted
with both Adam and Noah.

44 From the foregoing it is easily to be seen, ndy <vow the knowledge
of God came into the world, but upon what principleras preserved: that
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from the time it was first communicated, it wasameéd in the minds of
righteous men, who taught, not only their own paistebut the world; so

that there was no need of a new revelation to er, Adam's creation, to
Noah, to give them the first idea, or notion of thestence of a God: and
not only of a God, but of the true and living God.

45 Having traced the chronology of the world from Ad#o Noah, we will
now trace it from Noah to Abraham. Noah was 502ye#d when Shem
was born: 98 years afterward the flood came, béieg 600th year of
Noah's age. And Moses informs us that Noah livadrahe flood, 350
years: making him 950 years old when he died. G&8, 29.

46 Shem was 100 years old when Arphaxed was born. G#ri0,
Arphaxed was 35 when Salah was born 11:12. Salah3®awhen Eber
was born. 11:14. Eber was 34 when Peleg was borwhiose days the
earth was divided. 11:16. Peleg was 30 when Reubsas. 11:18. Reu
was 32 when Serug was born. 11:20. Serug was 30 Whbor was born.
11:22. Nahor was 29 when Terah was born. 11:24aliTeras 70 when
Haran and Abraham were born. 11:26.

47 There is some difficulty in the account given bypdés, of Abraham's
birth. Some have supposed, that Abraham was nat botil Terah was

130 years old. This conclusion is drawn from aetgrdf scriptures, which

are not to our purpose at present to quote. Neithér a matter of any

consequence to us, whether Abraham was born wheah Teas 70 years
old, or 130. But in order that there may no doubsteupon any mind, in

relation to the object lying immediately before uspresenting the present
chronology, we will date the birth of Abraham a¢ tlatest period: that is,
when Terah was 130 years old. It appears fromabteeunt, that from the

flood to the birth of Abraham was 352 years.

48 Moses informs us that Shem lived, after, he bégphaxed, 500. Gen.
11:11. This added to 100 years, which was his agenwArphaxed was
born, makes him 600 years old when he died. Arpthdixed, after he
begat Salah, 403 years. 11:13. This added to 3&,yedich was his age
when Salah was born, makes him 438 years old wkatidd. Salah lived,
after he begat Eber, 403 years. 11:15.This add8@ tears, which was his
age when Eber was born, makes him 433 years olah wkedied. Eber
lived, after he begat Peleg, 430 years. 11:17. athiked to 34 years, which
was his age when Peleg was born, makes him 464 @ Peleg lived,
after he begat Reu, 209 years. 11:19. This add&@ y@ars, which was his
age when Reu was born, makes him 239 years old ielred. Reu lived,
after he begat Serug, 207 years. Gen. 11:21. Huscdato 32 years, which
was his age when Serug was born, makes him 238 p&hmwhen he died.
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Serug lived, after he begat Nahor, 200 years. G&123. This added to 30
years, which was his age when Nahor was born, maike230 years old
when he died. Nahor lived, after he begat TeraB, yidars. Gen. 11:25.
This added to 29 years, which was his age whenhTews born, makes
him 148 years old when he died. Terah was 130 yadrsvhen Abraham

was born, and is supposed to have lived 75 yeaes ks birth: making

him 205 years old when he died.

49 Agreeably to this last account, Peleg died in 1886th year of the
world. Nahor in the 1997th, and Noah in the 200@h. that Peleg, in
whose days the earth was divided, and Nahor, tuedgfather of Abraham,
both died before Noah: the former being 239 yeddsand the latter 148.
And who cannot but see, that they must have hadng &nd intimate
acquaintance with Noah?

50 Reu died in the, 2026th year of the world, Serugd49th, Terah in the
2083rd, Arphaxed in the 2096th, Salah in the 212&them in the 2158th,
Abraham in the 2183rd, and Eber in the 2187th: Wwhi@s 4 years after
Abraham's death. And Eber was the fourth from Noah.

51 Nahor, Abraham's brother, was 58 years old wheahNt#ied, Terah
128, Serug 187, Reu 219, Eber 283, Salah 313, Agoh844, and Shem
448.

52 It appears from this account, that Nahor, brotfleAbraham, Terah,
Nahor, Serug, Reu, Peleg, Eber, Salah, ArphaxedmSkand Noah, all
lived on the earth at the same time. And that Almalwas 18 years old
when Reu died, 41 when Serug and his brother Ndiedr 75 when Terah
died, 88 when Arphaxed died, 118 when Salah di&@,vthen Shem died,
and that Eber lived 4 years after Abraham's deatd that Shem,
Arphaxed, Salah, Eber, Reu, Serug, Terah, and Naher brother of
Abraham, and Abraham, lived at the same time. Aadl Nahor, brother of
Abraham, Terah, Serug, Reu, Eber, Salah, Arphaxed,Shem, were all
acquainted with both Noah and Abraham.

53 We have now traced the chronology of the worldeagbly to the
account given in our present bible, from Adam torakiam, and have
clearly determined, beyond the power of controvethgt there was no
difficulty in preserving the knowledge of God inethworld, from the

creation of Adam, and the manifestation made to imBsnediate

descendants, as set forth in the former part &f kbcture, so that the
students, in this class need not have any dubastyng on their minds, on
this subject; for they can easily see, that it ngpassible for it to be
otherwise; but that the knowledge of the existeot@ God, must have
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continued from father to son, as a matter of trawljtat least. For we
cannot suppose, that a knowledge of this impoffett could have existed
in the mind of any of the before mentioned indiath) without their
having made it known to their posterity.

54 We have now shown how it was that the first thoeytdr existed in the
mind of any individual, that there was such a beasga God, who had
created and did uphold all things: that it was egson of the manifestation
which he first made to our father Adam, when hedto his presence, and
conversed with him face to face, at the time ofcnesation.

55 Let us here observe, that after any portion ofiln@an family are made
acquainted with the important fact that there Sa who has created and
does uphold all things, the extent of their knowked respecting his

character and glory, will depend upon their diligerand faithfulness in

seeking after him, until like Enoch the brotherJafed, and Moses, they
shall obtain faith in God, and power with him tehld him face to face.

56 We have now clearly set forth how it is, and hdwvas, that God
became an object of faith for rational beings; aado, upon what
foundation the testimony was based, which excitedenquiry and diligent
search of the ancient saints, to seek after andirolat knowledge of the
glory of God: and we have seen that it was humatinteny, and human
testimony only, that excited this enquiry, in thestf instance in their
minds--it was the credence they gave to the tesiynad their fathers--this
testimony having aroused their minds to enquireraitie knowledge of
God, the enquiry frequently terminated, indeed,aglsvterminated, when
rightly persued, in the most glorious discoveray] eternal certainty.

Question. Is there a being who has faith in himselepene dently?
Answer. There is. Q. Who is it? A. It is God.

Q. How do you prove that God has faith in himsedfapendently?

A. Because he is omnipotent, omnipresent, and aemtjovithout
beginning of days or end of life, and in him aliness dwells. Eph. 1:23.
Which is his body, the fulness of him that fillettin all. Col. 1:19. For it
pleased the Father, that in him should all fulrtkssll. (2:12.)

Q. Is he the object in whom the faith of all oth@tional and accountable
beings centers, for life and salvation?
A. He is.
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Q. How do you prove it?

A. Isa. 45:22. Look unto me, and be ye savedhalkinds of the earth: for |
am God, and there is none else. Rom. 11: 34,36@06wvho hath known
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his couaselbr who hath first
given to him, and it shall be recompensed untodgain? For of him, and
through him, and to him, are all things: to whongbmy forever. Amen.
Isa. 40: from the 8th to the 18th. O Zion that est good tidings, (Or, O
thou that tellest good tidings to Zion.) get theanto the high mountain: O
Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, Or, O thai tellest good tidings to
Jerusalem,) lift up thy voice with strength; liftuip, be not aftaid; say unto
the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold thed.you God will come
with strong hand, (Or, against the strong.) andahis shall rule for him:
behold, his reward is with him, and his work befoma. (Or, recompense
for his work.) He shall feed his flock like a sheptt he shall gather his
lambs with his arms, and carry them in his bosamd, shall gently lead
those that are with young. Who hath measured thersvan the hollow of
his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, angrehended the dust
of the earth in a measure, weighed the mountaiesates, and the hills in
a balance? Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lordyeing his
counsellor, hath taught him? With whom took he salirand who
instructed him, and taught him in the path of juégimand taught him
knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understaydBehold, the
nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are coastéae small dust of the
balance: behold he taketh up the isles as a wdgything. And Lebanon is
not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereofisigffit for a burnt offering.
All nations are before him as nothing; and theycanented to him less that
nothing, and vanity! Jer. 51:15,16. He (the Lordjhhmade the earth by his
power, he hath established the world by his wisdammd, hattstreached out
the heaven by his understanding. When he utterstioiice there is a
multitude of waters in the heavens; And he cautdetlvapors to ascend
from the ends of the earth: he maketh lightnings wain, and bringeth
forth the wind out of his treasures. 1st. Cor. 86t to us there is but one
God, the Father, of whom are all things, and wiim; and one Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him. )1

Q. How did men first come to the knowledge of tkistence of a God, so
as to exercise faith in him?

A. In order to answer this question, it will be assary to go back and
examine man at his creation; the circumstancesinlwhe was placed,
and the knowledge which he had of God. (2:3-11.)

First, When man was created he stood in the preseiGod. Gen.
1:27,28. From this we learn that man, at his coeastood in the presence
of his God, and had most perfect knowledge of kistence.
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Secondly, God conversed with him after his transgon. Gen. 3: from the
8th to the 22nd. (2:13-17.)

From this we learn, that, though man did transgtessvas not deprived of
the previous knowledge which he had of the exigaidod. (2:19.)
Thirdly, God conversed with man after he cast huhaf the garden.
(2:22-25.)

Fourthly, God also conversed with Cain after he $lath Abel. Gen. 4:
from the 4th to the 6th. (2:26-29.)

Q. What is the object of the foregoing quotation?

A. It is that it may be clearly seen how it wastttine first thoughts were
suggested to the minds of men, of the existen€&oaof, and how
extensively this knowledge was spread among theeidmate descendants
of Adam. (2:30-33.)

Q. What testimony had the immediate descendarsiamm, in proof of the
existence of a God?

A. The testimony of their father. And after theyresenade acquainted with
his existence, by the testimony of their fatheeytlvere dependant upon
the exercise of their own faith, for a knowledgéensf character, perfections
and attributes. (2:23-26.)

Q. Had any others of the human family, beside Adaknowledge of the
existence of God, in the first instance, by anyeotheans than human
testimony?

A. They had not. For previous to the time that tbeyld have power to
obtain a manifestation for themselves, the all-ingoat fact had been
communicated to them by their common father: andrem father to
child, the knowledge was communicated as extengiaslthe knowledge
of his existence was known; for it was by this ngam the first instance,
that men had a knowledge of his existence. (2:85, 3

Q. How do you know that the knowledge of the exiseeof God was
communicated in this manner, throughout the diffeeges of the world?
A. By the chronology obtained thro' the revelatioh§od.

Q. How would you divide that chronology in ordengey it to the
understanding clearly?

A. Into two parts: First, by embracing that peraid¢he world from Adam

to Noah; and secondly, from Noah to Abraham: frohiclv period the
knowledge of the existence of God has been so gkitleat it is a matter of
no dispute in what manner the idea of his existérasebeen retained in the
world.
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Q. How many noted righteous men lived from Adarmloah?
A. Nine; which includes Abel, who was slain by hiether.

Q. What are their names?
A. Abel, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, JaredcBnblethusalah, and
Lamech.

Q. How old was Adam when Seth was born?
A. One hundred and thirty years. Gen. 5:3.

Q. How many years did Adam live after Seth was Born
A. Eight hundred. Gen. 5:4.

Q. How old was Adam when he died?
A. Nine hundred and thirty years. Gen. 5:5.

Q. How old was Seth when Enos was born?
A. One hundred and five years. Gen. 5:6.

Q. How old was Enos when Cainan was born?
A. Ninety years. Gen. 5:9.

Q. How old was Cainan when Mahalaleel was born?
A. Seventy years. Gen. 5:12.

Q. How old was Mahalaleel when Jared was born?
A. Sixty five years. Gen. 5:15.

Q. How old was Jared when Enoch was born?
A. One hundred and sixty two years. Gen. 5:18.

Q. How old was Enoch when Methusaleh was born?
A. Sixty five. Gen. 5:21.

Q. How old was Methuselah when Lamech was born?
A. One hundred and eighty seven years. Gen. 5:25.

Q. How old was Lamech when Noah was born?
A. One hundred and eighty two years. Gen. 5:28tlksrchronology see.
(2:37.)

Q. How many years, according to this account, wasm Adam to Noah?
A. One thousand and fifty six years.
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Q. How old was Lamech when Adam died?
A. Lamech, the ninth from Adam, (including Abelf)dafather of Noah,
was fifty six years old when Adam died.

Q. How old was Methuselah?
A. Two hundred and forty three years.

Q. How old was Enoch?
A. Three hundred and eight years.

Q. How old was Jared?
A. Four hundred and seventy years.

Q. How old was Mahalaleel?
A. Five hundred and thirty five.

Q. How old was Cainan?
A. Six hundred and five years.

Q. How old was Enos?
A. Six hundred and ninety five years.

Q. How old was Seth?
A. Eight hundred. For this item of the account seetion second,
paragraph 38.

Q. How many of these noted men were contemporaty Adam?
A. Nine.

Q. What are their names?
A. Abel, Seth; Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared cBnblethuselah, and
Lamech. (2:39.)

Q. How long did Seth live after Enos was born?
A. Eight hundred and seven years. Gen. 5:7.

Q. What was Seth's age when he died?
A. Nine hundred and twelve years. Gen. 5:8.

Q. How long did Enos live after Cainan was born?
A. Eight hundred and fifteen years. Gen. 5:10.

Q. What was Enos's age when he died?
A. Nine hundred and five years. Gen. 5:11.
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Q. How long did Cainan live after Mahalaleel wasrio
A. Eight hundred and forty years. Gen. 5:13.

Q. What was Cainan's age when he died?
A. Nine hundred and ten years. Gen. 5:14.

Q. How long did Mahalaleel live after Jared wasnor
A. Eight hundred and thirty years. Gen. 5:16.

Q. What was Mahalaleel's age when he died?
A. Eight hundred and ninety five years. Gen 5:17.

Q. How long did Jared live after Enoch was born?
A. Eight hundred years. Gen. 5:19.

Q. What was Jared's age when he died?
A. Nine hundred and sixty two years. Gen. 5:20.

Q. How long did Enoch walk with God after Methuselaas born?
A. Three hundred years. Gen. 5:22.

Q. What was Enoch's age when he was translated?
A. Three hundred and sixty five years. Gen. 5:23.

Q. How long did Methuselah live after Lamech wamBo
A. Seven hundred and eighty two years. Gen. 5:26.

Q. What was Methuselah's age when he died?
A. Nine hundred and sixty nine years. Gen. 5:27.

Q. How long did Lamech live after Noah was born?
A. Five hundred and ninety five years. Gen. 5:30.

Q. What was Lamech's age when he died?
A. Seven hundred and seventy seven years. Gen.Fo81the account of
the last item see (11:40.)

Q. In what year of the world did Adam die?
A. In the nine hundred and thirtieth.

Q. In what year was Enoch translated?
A. In the nine hundred and eighty seventh.

Q. In what year did Seth die?
A. In the one thousand and forty second.
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Q. In what year did Enos die?
A. In the eleven hundred and fortieth.

Q. In what year did Cainan die?
A. In the twelve hundred and thirty fifth.

Q. In what year did Mahalaleel die?
A. In the twelve hundred and ninetieth.

Q. In what year did Jared die?
A. In the fourteen hundred and twenty second.

Q. In what year did Lamech die?
A. In the sixteen hundred and fifty first.

Q. In what year did Methuselah die?
A. In the sixteen hundred and fifty sixth. For thtscount see (2:41.)

Q. How old was Noah when Enos died?
A. Eighty four years.

Q. How old when Cainan died?
A. One hundred and seventy nine years.

Q. How old when Mahalaleel died?
A. Two hundred and thirty four years.

Q. How old when Jared died?
A. Three hundred and sixty six years.

Q. How old when Lamech died?
A. Five hundred and ninety five years.

Q. How old when Methuselah died?
A. Six hundred years.
See (2:42.) for the last item.

Q. How many of those men lived in the days of Noah?
A. Six.

Q. What are their names?
A. Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, MethhsaladLamech. (2:43.)
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Q. How many of those men were contemporary withPAdad Noah both?
A. Six. Q. What are their names?
A. Enos, Cainan, Mahalaleel, Jared, MethuselahLantkech. (2:43.)

Q. According to the foregoing account, how waskihewledge of the
existence of God first suggested to the minds af’me

A. By the manifestation made to our father Adamewhe was in the
presence of God, both before and while he was enE(®:44.)

Q. How was the knowledge of the existence of Gedalninated among
the inhabitants of the world?
A. By tradition from father to son. (2:44.)

Q. How old was Noah when Shem was born?
A. Five hundred and two years. Gen. 5:32. 11:10.

Q. What was the term of years from the birth ofr8he the flood?
A. Ninety eight.

Q. What was the term of years that Noah lived afterflood?
A. Three hundred and fifty. Gen. 9:28.

Q. What was Noah's age when he died?
A. Nine hundred and fifty years. Gen. 9:29. (2:45.)

Q. What was Shem's age when Arphaxed was born?
A. One hundred years. Gen. 11:10.

Q. What was Arphaxed's age when Salah was born?
A. Thirty five years. Gen. 11:12.

Q. What was Salah's age when Eber was born?
A. Thirty. Gen. 11:14.

Q. What was Eber's age when Peleg was born?
A. Thirty four years. Gen. 11:16.

Q. What was Peleg's age when Reu was born?
A. Thirty years. Gen. 11:18.

Q. What was Reu's age when Serug was born?
A. Thirty two years. Gen. 11:20.

Q. What was Serug's age when Nahor was born?
A. Thirty years. Gen. 11:22.
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Q. What was Nahor's age when Terah was born?
A. Twenty nine. Gen. 11:24.

Q. What was Terah's age, when Nahor the fathebohlAam was born?
A. Seventy years. Gen. 11:26.

Q. What was Terah's age when Abraham was born?
A. Some suppose one hundred and thirty years, treisoseventy. Gen.
12:4.11:26. (2:46.)

Q. What was the number of years from the flooch#ohirth of Abraham?
A. Supposing Abraham to have been born when Teeshome hundred
and thirty years old, it was three hundred andg fifto years: but if he were
born when Terah was seventy years old, it was walted and ninety two
years. (2:47.)

Q. How long did Shem live after Arphaxed was born?
A. Five hundred years. Gen. 11:11.

Q. What was Shem's age when he died?
A. Six hundred years. Gen. 11:11.

Q. What number of years did Arphaxed live afteaBalas born?
A. Four hundred and three years. Gen. 21:13.

Q. What was Arphaxed's age when he died?
A. Four hundred and thirty eight years.

Q. What number of years did Salah live after Ebas Wworn?
A. Four hundred and three years. Gen. 11:15.

Q. What was Salah's age when he died?
A. Four hundred and thirty three years.

Q. What number of years did Eber live after Peleg worn?
A. Four hundred and thirty years. Gen. 11:17.

Q. What was Eber's age when he died?
A. Four hundred and sixty four years.

Q. What number of years did Peleg live after Res b@n?
A. Two hundred and nine years. Gen. 11:19.

Q. What was Peleg's age when he died?
A. Two hundred and thirty nine years.
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Q. What number of years did Reu live after Serug b@n?
A. Two hundred and seven years. Gen. 11:21.

Q. What was Reu's age when he died?
A. Two hundred and thirty nine years.

Q. What number of years did Serug live after Nakas born?
A. Two hundred years. Gen. 11:23.

Q. What was Serug's age when he died?
A. Two hundred and thirty years.

Q. What number of years did Nahor live after Tenas born?
A. One hundred and nineteen years. Gen. 11:25.

Q. What was Nahor's age when he died?
A. One hundred and forty eight years.

Q. What number of years did Terah live after Abratveas born?

A. Supposing Terah to have been one hundred arty yi@ars old when
Abraham was born, he lived seventy five years;fodbraham was born
when Terah was seventy years old, he lived oneredrahd thirty five.

Q. What was Terah's age when he died?

A. Two hundred and five years. Gen. 11:32.

For this account from the birth of Arphaxed, to tleath of Terah, see
(2:48.)

Q. In what year of the world did Peleg die?
A. Agreeably to the foregoing chronology, he diedhe nineteen hundred
and ninety sixth year of the world.

Q. In what year of the world did Nahor die?
A. In the nineteen hundred and ninety seventh.

Q. In what year of the world did Noah die?
A. In the two thousand and sixth.

Q. In what year of the world did Reu die?
A. In the two thousand and twenty sixth.

Q. In what year of the world did Serug die?
A. In the two thousand and forty ninth.
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Q. In what year of the world did Terah die?
A. In the two thousand and eighty third.

Q. In what year of the world did Arphaxed die?
A. In the two thousand and ninty sixth.

Q. In what year of the world did Salah die?
A. In the twenty one hundred and twenty sixth.

Q. In what year of the world did Abraham die?
A. In the twenty one hundred and eighty third.

Q. In what year of the world did Eber die?

A. In the twenty one hundred and eighty seventh.

For this account of the year of the world in whibbse men died, see
(2:49,50.)

Q. How old was Nahor, Abraham's brother, when Nidiald?
A. Fifty eight years.

Q. How old was Terah?
A. One hundred and twenty eight.

Q. How old was Serug?
A. One hundred and eighty seven.

Q. How old was Reu?
A. Two hundred and nineteen.

Q. How old was Eber?
A. Two hundred and eighty three.

Q. How old was Salah?
A. Three hundred and thirteen.

Q. How old was Arphaxed?
A. Three hundred and forty eight.

Q. How old was Shem?
A. Four hundred and forty eight.
For the last account see (2:51.)

Q. How old was Abraham when Reu died?
A. Eighteen years, if he were born when Terah westandred and thirty
years old.
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Q. What was his age when Serug, and Nahor, Abrahamother died?
A. Forty one years.

Q. What was his age when Terah died?
A. Seventy five years.

Q. What was his age when Arphaxed died?
A. Eighty eight.

Q. What was his age when Salah died?
A. One hundred and eighteen years.

Q. What was his age when Shem died?
A. One hundred and fifty years. For this see (3:52.

Q. How many noted characters lived from Noah toaklam?
A. Ten.

Q. What are their names?
A. Shem, Arphaxed, Salah, Eber, Peleg, Reu; S&falgor, Terah, and
Nahor, Abraham's brother. (2:52.)

Q. How many of these were cotemporary with Noah?
A. The whole.

Q. How many with Abraham?
A. Eight.

Q. What are their names?
A. Nahor, Abraham's brother, Terah, Serug, Reur,Exedah, Arphaxed,
and Shem. (2:52.)

Q. How many were cotemporary with both Noah andaAbm?
A. Eight.

Q. What are their names?
A. Shem, Arphaxed, Salah, Eber, Reu, Serug, TarahNahor, Abraham's
brother. (2:52.)

Q. Did any of these men die before Noah?
A. They did.

Q. Who were they?
A. Peleg, in whose days the earth was divided ,Nadtbr Abraham's
grand-father. (2:49.)
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Q. Did any one of them live longer than Abraham?
A. There was one. (2:50.)

Q. Who was it?
A. Eber, the fourth from Noah. (2:50.)

Q. In whose days was the earth divided?
A. In the days of Peleg.

Q. Where have we the account given that the eaathdivided in the days
of Peleg?
A. Gen. 10:25.

Q. Can you repeat the sentence?
A. Unto Eber were born two sons; the name on oreRedeg; for in his
days the earth was divided.

Q. What testimony have men, in the first instarnicat there is a God?
A. Human testimony, and human testimony only. (2)56

Q. What excited the ancient saints to seek diligaafter a knowledge of
the glory of God, his perfections and attributes?
A. The credence they gave to the testimony of tiadirers. (2:56.)

Q. How do men obtain a knowledge of the glory ofiGaus perfections
and attributes?

A. By devoting themselves to his service, througdypr and supplication
incessantly, strengthening their faith in him, Liite Enoch, the brother of
Jared, and Moses, they obtain a manifestation dftGthemselves. (2:55.)

Q. Is the knowledge of the existence of God a maftenere tradition,
founded upon human testimony alone, until a persoaives a
manifestation of God to themselves?

A. ltis.

Q. How do you prove it?
A. From the whole of the first lecture of the sed@ection.
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LECTURE THIRD.

Of Faith.
SECTION 3.

1 In the second lecture it was shown, how it was tthe knowledge of the
existence of God, came into the world, and by wimsans the first

thoughts were suggested to the minds of men, titdt @ being did actually
exist: and that it was by reason of the knowledgaexistence, that there
was a foundation laid for the exercise of faitthim, as the only being in
whom faith could center for life and salvation. Faith could not, center in
a. being of whose existence we had no idea; bectnesedea of his

existence in the first instance, is essential ® akercise of faith in him.

Rom. 10:14: "How then shall they call on him in whdhey have not

believed? And how shall they believe in him of whthray have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher?" (& sant to tell them?) So
then faith comes by hearing the word of God. (Nean§lation.)

2 Let us here observe, that three things are negedsaorder that any
rational and intelligent being may exercise faith God unto life and
salvation.

3 First, The idea that he actually exists.
4 Secondly, Acorrect idea of his character, perfections and attributes.

5 Thirdly, An actual knowledge that the course of hthich he is pursuing,
Is according to his will. For without an acquairdanwith these three
important facts, the faith of every rational beimyst be imperfect and
unproductive; but with this understanding, it caeccime perfect and
fruitful, abounding in righteousness unto the praasd glory of God the
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

6 Having previously been made acquainted with the tiyidea of his
existence came into the world, as well as thedatiis existence, we shall
proceed to examine his character, perfections émtbdes, in order that
this class may see, not only the just grounds wiindy have for the
exercise of faith in him, for life and salvatiorytlthe reasons that all the
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world, also, as far as the idea of his existen¢ergls, may have to exercise
faith in him the Father of all living.

7 As we have been indebted to a revelation which @ade of himself to
his creatures in the first instance, for the idéis existence, so in like
manneme are indebted to the revelations which he has gieeus, for a
correct understanding of his character, perfectmms attributes; because
without the revelations which he has given to us,nman by searching
could find out God. Job 11:7,8,9. First Cor. 2:9110 "But as it is written,
eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither haveednitdéo the heart of man,
the things which God has prepared for them tha¢ lbwn; but God has
revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Smaarches all things, yea,
the deep things of God. For what man knows thegthof a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? Even so, the thil@fsGod no man knows
but by the Spirit of God."

8 Having said so much, we proceed to examine theactex which the
revelations have given of God.

9 Moses gives us the following account in Exodus634And the Lord
passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord Gbd, Lord God,
merciful and gracious, long suffering, and abundamgfoodness and truth."
Psalm 103:6,7,8: "The Lord executes righteousnasdsjadgment for all
that are oppressed. He made known his ways unt@d/dss acts unto the
children of Israel. The Lord is merciful and graco slow to anger and
plenteous in mercy:" Psalm 103:17,18: "But the mearfcthe Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear rang his righteousness
unto children's children, to such as keep his camgnand to those that
remember his commandments to do them." Psalm 9®B2fore the
mountains were brought forth, or ever you had fairttee earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, yoe @od." Heb. 1:10,11,12:
"And you, Lord, in the beginning have laid the fdation of the earth; and
the heavens are the works of your hands: they gleaih, but you shall
remain; and they shall wax old as a garment; araed\essture shall you fold
them up, and they shall be changed: but you arsdhee, and your years
shall not fail." James 1:17: "Every good gift, aackry perfect gift, is from
above, and comes down from the Father of lightgh wwhom is no
variableness, neither shadow of turning." MalacBi 3~or | am the Lord, |
change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are notinmes"

10 Book of Commandments, chapt. 2nd, commencing enthird line of

the first paragraph: "For God does not walk in &smbpaths, neither does
he turn to the right hand or the left, or vary fromat which he has said,
therefore his paths are strait, and his cours@éseternal round:" Book of
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Commandments, chapt. 37:1. "Listen to the voicehefLord your God,
even Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the endsevisourse is one
eternal round, the same yesterday to-day and foleve

11 Numbers, 23:19. "God is not a man, that he shioefleheither the son of
man that he should repent." First John, 4:8. "He lbves not, knows not
God; for God is love." Acts, 10:34: "Then Peter g his mouth and said,
Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecterevspns, but in every nation
he that fears God and works righteousness is at&pth him."

12 From the foregoing testimonies, we learn the foifayv things
respecting the character of God.

13 First, That he was God before the world was cteatnd the same God
that he was, after it was created.

14 Secondly, That he is merciful, and gracious, slovanger, abundant in
goodness, and that he was so from everlastingwahloe to everlasting.

15 Thirdly, That he changes not, neither is thereabdeness with him; but
that he is the same from everlasting to everlastinging the same
yesterday to-day and forever; and that his coussenie eternal round,
without variation.

16 Fourthly, That he is a God of truth and cannaot lie

17 Fifthly, That he is no respecter of persons; lbuevery nation he that
fears God and works righteousness is acceptedrof hi

18 Sixthly, That he is love.

19 An acquaintance with these attributes in the divicharacter, is

essentially necessary, in order that the faithngfrational being can center
in him for life and salvation. For if he did not the first instance, believe
him to be God, that is, the creator and upholdealbthings, he could

not center his faith in him for life and salvation, for fedrere should be a
greater than he, who would thwart all his plansl e, like the gods of the
heathen, would be unable to fulfil his promisest $eeing he is God over
all, from everlasting to everlasting, the creatod aipholder of all things,

no such fear can exist in the minds of those whothpeir trust in him, so

that in this respect their faith can be without @savg.

20 But secondly: Unless he was merciful, and gragislesv to anger, long
suffering, and full of goodness, such is the weakref human nature, and
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so great the frailties and imperfections of memt tinless they believed
that these excellencies existed in the divine atarathe faith necessary to
salvation could not exist; for doubt would take ghace of faith, and those
who know their weakness and liability to sin, woblklin constant doubt of
salvation, if it were not for the idea which thegvie of the excellency .of
the character of God, that he is slow to anger,lang suffering, and of a
forgiving disposition, and does forgive iniquityansgression and sin. An
idea of these facts does away doubt, and makéseaiteedingly strong.

21 But it is equally as necessary that men shoule: g idea that he is a
God who changes not, in order to have faith in famit is to have the idea
that he is gracious and long suffering. For withahe idea of
unchangeableness in the character if the Deitybtdaould take the place
of faith. But with the idea that he changes noithféays hold upon the
excellencies in his character with unshaken confide believing he is the
same yesterday, to-day and forever, and that hisseois one eternal
round.

22 And again, the idea that he is a God of truth aarthot lie, is equally as
necessary to the exercise of faith in him, as tldeai of his
unchangeableness. For without the idea that heav@®d of truth and
could not lie, the confidence necessary to be placdis word in order to
the exercise of faith in him, could not exist. Biatving the idea that he is
not man that he can lie, it gives power to the miafimen to exercise faith
in him.

23 But it is also necessary that men should have aa tfat he is no
respecter of persons; for with the idea of all ¢iieer excellencies in his
character, and this one wanting, men could not ceserfaith in him,
because if he were a respecter of persons, theld ca tell what their
privileges were, nor how far they were authorizeexercise faith in him,
or whether they were authorized to do it at alk &l must be confusion;
but no sooner are the minds of men made acquamwitbdhe truth on this
point, that he is no respector of persons, thay Hee that they have au-
thority by faith to lay hold on eternal life thechiest boon of heaven,
because God is no respecter of persons, and tbgt man in every nation
has an equal privilege.

24 And lastly, but not less important to the exer@$daith in God, is the
idea that he is love; for with all the other exeeflies in his character,
without this one to influence them, they could atve such powerful
dominion over the minds of men; but when the igeplanted in the mind
that he is love, who cannot see the just groundrtten of every nation,
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kindred and tongue, have to exercise faith in Gos to obtain eternal
life?

25 From the above description of the character ofib#y which is given
him in the revelations, to men, there is a suredation for the exercise of
faith in him among every people, nation and kingfeain age to age, and
from generation to generation.

26 Let us here observe that the foregoing is theadtar which is given of
God in his revelations to the Former Day Saintsg, irs also the character
which is given of him in his revelations to the testDay Saints, so that the
saints of former days, and those of latter dayes path alike in this respect;
the "Latter Day Saints" having as good groundsxer@se faith in God, as
the former day saints had; because the same charaagiven of him to
both.

Q. What was shown in the second lecture?A. It vinasva how the
knowledge of the existence of God came into thddxdB:1.)

Q. What is the effect of the idea of his existeaoc®ng men?
A. It lays the foundation for the exercise of faithhim.(3:1.)

Q. Is the idea of his existence, in the first ins&® necessary in order for
the exercise of faith in him?
A. ltis. (3:11.)

Q. How do you prove it?
A. By the 16 chapter to Romans and 14 verse. (3:1.)

Q. How many things are necessary for us to undedstaspecting the
Deity and our relation to him, in order that we nexgrcise faith in him for
life and salvation?

A. Three (3:2.)

Q. What are they?

A. First, that God does actually exist: Seconddyyect ideas of his
character, his perfections and attributes; anddlyhithat the course which
we pursue is according to his mind and will. (3,34

Q. Would the idea of any one or two of the abovatmeed things, enable
a person to exercise faith in God? A. It would hat,without the idea of
them all, faith would be imperfect and unproducti@15.)
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Q. Would an idea of these three things lay a samedation for the
exercise of faith in God, so as to obtain life aatvation?

A. It would; for by the idea of these three thinfgsth could become
perfect, and fruitful, abounding in righteousnestuhe praise and glory
of God. (3:5.)

Q. How are we to be made acquainted with the befanetioned things
respecting the Deity, and respecting ourselves?
A. By revelation. (3:6.)

Q. Could these things be found out by any othemm&aan by revelation?
A. They could not.

Q. How do you prove it?
A. By the scriptures: Job 11:7,8:9. 1 Corinthiar®s 20, 11. (3:17.)

Q. What things do we learn in the revelations ofl Gespecting his
character?

A. We learn the six following things. First, that tvas God before the
world was created, and the same God that he waisiaftas created.
Secondly, that he is merciful and gracious, slowariger, abundant in
goodness, and that he was so from everlastingwéhde so to
everlasting. Thirdly, that he changes not, neithénere variableness with
him, and that his course is one eternal round.tRyyithat he is a God of
truth and cannot lie. Fifthly, that he is no regpeof persons; and Sixthly,
that he is love. (3:12-18.)

Q. Where do you find the revelations which givehis idea of the
character of the Deity?

A. In the bible and book of commandments, and #reyquoted in the
third lecture. (3:9,10,11.)

Q. What effect would it have on any rational bemog to have an idea that
the Lord was God, the creator and upholder ohaligs?

A. It would prevent him from exercising faith innhiunto life and
salvation.

Q. Why would it prevent him from exercising faithGod?

A. Because he would be as the heathen not knowihthbre might be a
being greater and more powerful than he, and tgdretbe prevented from
fulfilling his promises. (3:19.)
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Q. Does this idea prevent this doubt?
A. It does; for persons having this idea are erthtilereby to exercise faith
without this doubt. (3:19.)

Q. Is it not also necessary to have the idea tloati&merciful, and
gracious, tong suffering and full of goodness?
A. ltis. (3:20.)

Q. Why is it necessary?

A. Because of the weakness and imperfections olnumature, and the
great frailties of man; for such is the weaknessah, an such his frailties,
that he is liable to sin continually, and if Godre/@ot long suffering, and
full of compassion, gracious and merciful and @&brgiving disposition,
man would be cut off from before him in consequenfc&hich he would
be in continual doubt and could not exercise fdadhwhere doubt is, there
faith has no power, but by man's believing that ddll of compassion
and forgiveness, long suffering and slow to anlgergcan exercise faith in
him and overcome doubt, so as to be exceedingingt(3:20.)

Q. Is it not equally as necessary that man shoaNe lan idea that God
changes not, neither is there variableness with immrder to exercise
faith in him unto life and salvation ?

A. It is; because without this, he would not knoswhsoon the mercy of
God might change into cruelty, his long sufferintpirashness, his love
into hatred, and in consequence of which doubt, wauld be incapable of
exercising faith in him, but having the idea thatisitunchangeable, man
can have faith in him continually, believing thatat he was yesterday he
is to day, and will be forever. (3:21.)

Q. Is it not necessary also, for men to have aa idat God is a being of
truth, before they can have perfect faith in him?

A. It is; for unless men have this idea they camptate confidence in his
word, and not being able to place confidence imtued, they could not
have faith in him; but believing that he is a Gddroth, and that his word
cannot fail, their faith can rest in him withoutut. (3:22.)

Q. Could man exercise faith in God so as to olasemal life unless he
believed that God was no respecter of persons?

A. He could not; because without this idea he cowltdcertainly know that
it was his privilege so to do, and in consequeridhis doubt his faith
could not be sufficiently strong to save him. (3)23

Q. Would it be possible for a man to exercise faitlsod, so as to be
saved, unless he had an idea that God was love?
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A. He could not; because man could not love Gotkasnhe had an idea
that God was love, and if he did not love God, dbala not have faith in
him. (3:24.

Q. What is the description which the sacred writgve of the character of
the Deity calculated to do?

A. It is calculated to lay a foundation for the eige of faith in him, as far
as the knowledge extends among all people, tonfaregjages, kindreds,
and nations and that from age to age, and fromrggoe to generation.
(3:25.)

Q. Is the character which God has given of himseiform?

A. Itis, in all his revelations whether to the Far Day Saints, or to the
Latter day saints, so that they all have the aitihtr exercise faith in him,
and to expect by the exercise of their faith, tmgthe same blessings.
(3:26.)
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LECTURE FOURTH.

Of Faith.
SECTION 4.

1 Having shown in the third lecture, that correatad of the character of
God are necessary in order to the exercise of faithim unto life and
salvation, and that without correct ideas of hiarelter, the minds of men
could not have sufficient power with God to the rexee of faith necessary
to the enjoyment of eternal life, and that coridets of his character lay a
foundation as far as his character is concernedhtoexercise of faith, so
as to enjoy the fulness of the blessing of the glbsp Jesus Christ, even
that of eternal glory; we shall now proceed to shbg connection there is
between correct ideas of the attributes of God,thredexercise of faith in
him unto eternal life.

2 Let us here observe, that the real design whiclGibe of heaven had in
view in making the human family acquainted with &aiributes, was, that
they through the ideas of the existence of hisbatties, might be enabled to
exercise faith in him, and through the exerciséith in him, might obtain
eternal life. For without the idea of the existerfethe attributes which
belong to God, the minds of men could not have pdwexercise faith on
him so as to lay hold upon eternal life. The Godhe&ven understanding
most perfectly the constitution of human naturel dre weakness of man,
knew what was necessary to be revealed, and wbas ichust be planted in
their minds in order that they might be enabledxercise faith in him unto
eternal life.

3 Having said so much we shall proceed to examiaeattributes of God,
as set forth in his revelations to the human famdgd to show how
necessary correct ideas of his attributes arenable men to exercise faith
in him. For without these ideas being planted mrhinds of men, it would
be out of the power of any person or persons toceseefaith in God so as
to obtain eternal life. So that the divine commatimns made to man in
the first ifistance, were designed to establishtheir minds the ideas
necessary to enable them to exercise faith in @od,through this means
to be partakers of his glory.
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4 We have, in the revelations which he has givethéohuman family, the
following account of his attributes.

5 First, Knowledge. Act 15:18. Known unto God arehadl works from the
beginning of the world. Isaiah 46:9,10. Rememberfdimer things of old;
for I am God and there is none else; | am God, thede is none like
me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient time the things
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shaficstand | will do all my
pleasure.

6 Secondly, Faith, or power. Heb. 11:3. Throughhfai®e understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God. Gen. Inlthe beginning
God created the heaven and the earth. Isaiah 2Z:2%he Lord of hosts
has sworn, saying, Surely as | have thought sd slt@me to pass; and as
| have purposed, so shall it stand. For the Lortasts has purposed, and
who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretcheg @and who shall turn it
back?

7 Thirdly, Justice. Ps. 89:14. Justice and judgnaeatthe habitation of thy
throne. Isaiah 45:21. Tell ye, and bring them nea&a, let them take
council together: who has declared this from theent time? Have not |
the Lord? and there is no God else beside me;tadad and a Savior.
Zeph. 5:5. The just Lord is in the midst thereafcl. 9:9. Rejoice greatly,
O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusaleaiold, thy King

comes unto thee: he is just, and having salvation.

8 Fourthly, Judgment. Ps 89:14. Justice and judgrmenthe habitation of
thy throne. Deut. 32:4. He is the Rock, his workesfect; for all his ways
are judgment: a God of truth, and without inequiixgt and right is he. Ps.
9:7. But the Lord shall endure forever. he has areg his throne for
judgment. Ps. 9:16. The Lord is known by the judgiwehich he executes.

9 Fifthly, Mercy. Ps. 89:15. Mercy and truth shath §efore his face.
Exodus 34:6. And the Lord passed by before him, pmatlaimed, The
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious. Neh.7:But thou art a God
ready to pardon, gracious and merciful.

10 And Sixthly, Truth. Ps. 89:14. Mercy and truth Itlga before thy face.
Exodus 34:6. Long suffering and abundant in gocslreesd truth. Deut.
32:4. He is the Rock, his work is perfect; forlaf ways are judgment. A
God of truth and without iniquity: just and righg he. Ps. 31:5. Into thy
hand | commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me 0@l 1God of truth.
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11 By a little reflection it will be seen, that thdela of the existence of
these attributes in the Deity, is necessary to lenaby rational being to
exercise faith in him. For without the idea of tbgistence of these
attributes in the Deity, men could not exercisehfan him for life and
salvation; seeing that without the knowledge oftlithgs, God would not
be able to save any portion of his creatures; tfas iby reason of the
knowledge which he has of all things, from the bagig to the end, that
enables him to give that understanding to his areat by which they are
made partakers of eternal life; and if it were footthe idea existing in the
minds of men, that God had all knowledge, it wauddimpossible for them
to exercise faith in him.,

12 And it is not less necessary that men should haeeidea of the

existence of the attribute power in the Deity. Rarless God had power
over all things, and was able, by his power, totrmnall things, and

thereby deliver his creatures who put their trashim, from the power of

all beings that might seek their destruction, wheth heaven, on earth, or
in hell, men could not be saved; but with the idéahe existence of this
attribute, planted in the mind, men feel as thotigly had nothing to fear,
who put their trust in God, believing that he hasver to save all who
come to him, to the very uttermost.

13 It is also necessary, in order to the exercigridf in God, unto life and
salvation, that men should have the idea of thetemce of the attribute
justice, in him. For without the idea of the existe of the attribute Justice,
in the Deity, men could not have confidence suffitly to place
themselves under his guidance and direction; fey thiould be filled with
fear and doubt, lest the Judge of all the earthlavaat do right; and thus
fear, or doubt, existing in the mind, would preduthe possibility of the
exercise of faith in him for life and salvation. Bwhen the idea of the
existence of the attribute justice, in the Deigyfairly planted in the mind,
it leaves no room for doubt to get into the heamt] the mind is enabled to
cast itself upon the Almighty without fear and waithh doubt, and with
most unshaken confidence, believing that the Judgd the earth will do
right.

14 1t is also of equal importance that men shouldehthe idea of the

existence of the attribute judgment, in God, ineorthat they may exercise
faith in him for life and salvation; for without ¢hidea of the existence of
this attribute in the Deity, it would be impossilite men to exercise faith
in him for life and salvation, seeing that it igdbgh the exercise of this
attribute that the faithful in Christ Jesus areiviged out of the hands of
those who seek their destruction; for if God weoé to come out in swift
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judgment against the workers of iniquity and thevers of darkness, his
saints could not be saved; for it is by judgmerit tthe Lord delivers his
saints out of the hands of all their enemies, &odd¢ who reject the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But no sooner is the iofethe existence of this
attribute, planted in the minds of men, than itegiypower to the minds for
the exercise of faith and confidence in God, amy thre enabled, by faith,
to lay hold on the promises which are set befoeenthand wade through all
the tribulations and afflications to which they atbjected by reason of the
persecution from those who know not God, and olmythre gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: believing, that in due time tlwed will come out in
swift judgment against their enemies, and theyl sletut off from before
him, and that in his own due time he will bear thefhconquerers and
more than conquerers in all things.

15 And again, it is equally important that men shodde the idea of the
existence of the attribute mercy, in the Deitypnder to exercise faith in
him for life and salvation. For, without the ideathe existence of this
attribute in the Deity, the spirits of the saintsuld faint in the midst of the
tribulations, afflictions and persecutions whickeyhhave to endure for
righteousness' sake; but when the idea of theemastof this attribute is
once established in the mind it gives life and gndp the spirits of the
saints: believing that the mercy of God will be piout upon them in the
midst of their afflictions, and that he will comgamate them in their
sufferings; and that the mercy of God will lay haflthem and secure
them in the arms of his love, so that they willaige a full reward for all
their sufferings.

16 And lastly, but not less important to the exer@$daith in God, is the

idea of the existence of the attribute truth, imhkFor, without the idea of
the existence of this attribute the mind of manl@dwave nothing upon

which it could rest with certainty: all would berdasion and doubt; but
with the idea of the existence of this attributeha Deity, in the mind, all

the teachings, instructions, promises and bles®iageme realities, and the
mind is enabled to lay hold of them with certairapd confidence:

believing that these things, and all that the Lioag said, shall be fulfilled

in their time; and that all the cursings, denuncreg and judgments,
pronounced upon the heads of the unrighteous isitl be executed in the
due time of the Lord: and by reason of the trutd aeracity of him, the

mind beholds its deliverance and salvation as beantain.

17 Let the mind once reflect sincerely and candidlpmuphe ideas of the
existence of the before mentioned attributes in Dedy, and it will be
seen, that as far as his attributes are concether® is a sure foundation
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laid for the exercise of faith in him for life asalvation. For in as much as
God possesses the attribute knowledge he can rniidkengs known to his
saints necessary for their salvation; and as hegssss the attribute power
he is able thereby to deliver them from the powkrlb enemies; and
seeing also, that justice is an attribute of th&yDée will deal with them
upon the principles of righteousness and equity, afust reward will be
granted unto them for all their afflictions andfsuhgs for the truth's sake.
And as judgment is an attribute of the Deity alsig, saints can have the
most unshaken confidence, that they will, in dumeeti obtain a perfect
deliverance out of the hands of all their enemaéag] a complete victory
over all those who have sought their hurt and desan. And as mercy is
also an attribute of the Deity, his saints can haw&idence that it will be
exercised toward them; and through the exercisthalf attribute toward
them, comfort and consolation will be administeusdo them abundantly,
amid all their afflictions and tribulations. Andsldy, realizing that truth is
an attribute of the Deity, the mind is led to repiamid all its trials and
temptations, in hope of that glory which is to beught at the revelation of
Jesus Christ, and in view of that crown which isbt placed upon the
heads of the saints in the day when the Lord shsifibute rewards unto
them, and in prospect of that eternal weight ofyghhich the Lord has
promised to bestow upon them when he shall briegntinto the midst of
his throne to dwell in his presence eternally.

18 In view, then, of the existence of these attributiee faith of the saints
can become exceedingly strong: abounding in riglgeess unto the praise
and glory of God, andan exert its mighty influence in searching after
wisdom and understanding, until it has obtainedch@edge of all things
that pertain to life and salvation.

19 Such, then, is the foundation, which is laid, tiglo the revelation of the
attributes of God, for the exercise of faith in Hon life and salvation; and

seeing that these are attributes of the Deity, Hreyunchangeable--being
the same yesterday to day and forever--which givethe minds of the

Latter Day Saints the same power and authorityxgroese faith in God,

which the Former Day Saints had: so that all thietsain this respect have
been, are and will be alike, until the end of tirf@; God never changes,
therefore his attributes and character remain farédve same. And as it is
through the revelation of these that a foundatsolaid for the exercise of
faith in God unto life and salvation, the foundatidherefore, for the

exercise of faith, was, is and ever will be the sa®o that all men have
had, and will have an equal privilege.
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Question. What was shown in the third lecture?

Answer. It was shown that correct ideas of the charact&auf are
necessary in order to exercise faith in him urfeodnd salvation; and that
without correct ideas of his character, men cowtdhave power to
exercise faith in him unto life and salvation, that correct ideas of his
character, as far as his character is concernttek iaxercise of faith in him,
lay a sure foundation for the exercise of it. (4:1.

Q. What object had the God of heaven in revealiagtiributes to men?
A. That through an acquaintance with his attribtitey might be enabled
to exercise faith in him so as to obtain eterrfal [[4:2.)

Q. Could men exercise faith in God without an aagfaace with his
attributes, so as to be enabled to lay hold ohatdife?
A. They could not. (4:2,3.)

Q. What account is given of the attributes of Godis revelations?
A. First, Knowledge, secondly, Faith, or powerrdhy, Justice, fourthly,
Judgment, fifthly, Mercy, and sixthly truth. (4:4-)

Q. Where are the revelations to be found which tnerelation of the
attributes of God?

A. In the Old and New Testaments, and they areagliot the fourth
lecture, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, aedth paragraphs.*

Q. Is the idea of the existence of those attrihutethe Deity, necessary in
order to enable any rational being to exercisé faithim unto life and
salvation?

A. ltis.

Q. How do you prove it?

Q. By the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteerfitteenth and sixteenth
paragraphs in this lecture.*

Q. Does the idea of the existence of these atatburt the Deity, as far as
his attributes are concerned, enable a ratonaglieiexercise faith in him
unto life and salvation?

A. It does.

Q. How do you prove it?
A. By the seventeenth and eighteenth paragraphs.*

Q. Have the Latter Day Saints as much authoritemgithem, through the
revelation of the attributes of God, to exercigthfan him as the Former
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Day Saints had?
A. They have.

Q. How do you prove it?
A. By the nineteenth paragraph of this lecture.*

Note. Let the student turn and commit those paragraphsetoory.
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LECTURE FIFTH.

Of Faith.
SECTION 5.

1 In our former lectures we treated of the beingrahter, perfections and
attributes of God. What we mean by perfectionsthis,perfections which
belong to all the attributes of his nature. We lshalthis lecture speak of
the Godhead: we mean the Father, Son and Holyt.Spiri

2 There are two personages who constitute the gredthless, governing
and supreme power over all things--by whom alldkinvere created and
made, that are created and made, whether visibievaible: whether in

heaven, on earth, or in the earth, under the eanththroughout the

immensity of space--They are the Father and the Boa Father being a
personage of spirit, glory and power: possessihgeafection and fulness:
The Son, who was in the bosom of the Father, sopage of tabernacle,
made, or fashioned like unto man, or being in trenfand likeness of man,
or, rather, man was formed after his likeness,iards image;--he is also
the express image and likeness of the personafedfather: possessing
all the fulness of the Father, or, the same fuliveisls the Father; being
begotten of him, and was ordained from before tumdation of the world

to be a propitiation for the sins of all those v@inould believe on his name,
and is called the Son because of the flesh--andeddgd in suffering

below that which man can suffer, or, in other wordsffered greater
sufferings, and was exposed to more powerful cdrdtians than any man
can be. But notwithstanding all this, he kept #e bf God, and remained
without sin: Showing thereby that it is in the powé man to keep the law
and remain also without sin. And also, that by Emghteous judgment
might come upon all flesh, and that all who walk nmothe law of God,

may justly be condemned by the law, and have nasexdor their sins.

And he being the only begotten of the Father, dfiljrace and truth, and
having overcome, received a fulness of the gloryhef Father-possessing
the same mind with the Father, which mind is thayH&pirit, that bears

record of the Father and the Son, and these theeen&, or in other words,
these three constitute the great, matchless, gonpand supreme power
over all things: by whom all things were createdl anade, that were
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created and made: and these three constitute tlee@d, and are one: The
Father and the Son possessing the same mind, the wasdom, glory,
power and fulness: Filling all in all--the Son beifilled with the fulness of
the Mind, glory and power, or, in other words, Byirit, glory and power
of the Father--possessing all knowledge and glang, the same kingdom:
sitting at the right hand of power, in the expriesage and likeness of the
Father--a Mediator for man--being filled with thdrfess of the Mind of the
Father, or, in other words, the Spirit of the Fatiadich Spirit is shed forth
upon all who believe on his name and keep his camdmants: and all
those who keep his commandments shall grow up g@uoe to grace, and
become heirs of the heavenly kingdom, and jointsheiith Jesus Christ;
possessing the same mind, being transformed irdosme image or
likeness, even the express image of him who fillsall: being filled with
the fulness of his glory, and become one in hingneas the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit are one.

3 From the foregoing account of the Godhead, whghgiven in his
revelations, the Saints have a sure foundationfaidhe exercise of faith
unto life and salvation, through the atonement ametliation of Jesus
Christ, by whose blood they have a forgivenessimd, sand also, a sure
reward laid up for them in heaven, even that ofgkang of the fulness of
the Father and the Son, through the Spirit. As Sba partakes of the
fulness of the Father through the Spirit, so thetsare, by the same Spirit,
to be partakers of the same fulness, to enjoy #mesglory; for as the
Father and the Son are one, so in like mannerdimssare to be one in
them, through the love of the Father, the mediatibdesus Christ, and the
gift of the Holy Spirit; they are to be heirs of &andjoint heirs with Jesus
Christ.

Question. Of what do the foregoing lectures treat?
Answer. Of the being, perfections and attributes of th&yDé€5:1. )

Q. What are we to understand by the perfectiorikeDeity?
A. The perfections which belong to his attributes.

Q. How many personages are there in the Godhead?

Q. Two: the Father and the Son. (5:1.)

Q. How do you prove that there are two personagése Godhead?

A. By the Scriptures. Gen. 1:26. Also (2:6.) And ttord God said unto
the Only Begotten, who was with him from the begugnLet us make
man in our image, after our likeness:--and it waised Gen. 3:22. And the
Lord God said unto the Only Begotten, Behold, tlzanns become as one
of us: to know good and evil. John, 17:5. And n@nFather, glorify thou
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me with thine own self with the glory which | hadakvthee before the
world was. (5:12.)

Q. What is the Father?
A. He is a personage of glory and of power. (5:2.)

Q. How do you prove that the Father is a persooagéry and of power?
A. Isaiah 60: 19. The Sun shall be no more thytlighday, neither for
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee:thatLord shall be unto
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glorZHron. 29: 11. Thine, O
Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and thg.gks. 29: 3. The voice of
the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory thensdPs. 79: 9. Help us,
O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy narR@mans 1:23. And
changed the glory of the incorruptible God intaraage made like to
corruptible -men.

Secondly, of power. 1 Chron. 29: 4. Thine, O Lasdhe greatness and the
power, and the glory. Jer. 32: 17. Ah! Lord Godhdid thou hast made the
earth and the heavens by thy great power, anaisg@tout arm; and there
Is nothing too hard for thee. Deut. 4: 37. And luseahe loved thy fathers
therefore he chose their seed after them, andthestt out in his sight with
his mighty power. 2. Samuel 22: 33. God is my gjterand power. Job 26,
commenceing with the 7 verse, to the end of thetelnaHe stretches out
the north over the empty place, and hangs the apdh nothing. He binds
up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloudasrent under them. He
holds back the face of his throne, and spreadsltigl upon it. He has
compassed the waters with bounds, until the daynagid come to an end.
The pillars of heaven tremble, and are astonishégaeproof. He divides
the sea with his power, and by his understandingnes through the
proud. By his Spirit he has garnished the heav@sdiand has formed the
crooked serpent. Lo, these are parts of his wayshdw little a portion is
heard of him? But the thunder of his power who wagerstand?

Q. What is the Son?
A. First, he is a personage of tabernacle. (5:2.)

Q. How do you prove it?

A. John 14: 9,10,11, Jesus says unto him, Haven be long time with
you, and yet have you not known me, Philip? He ltlagtseen me has seen
the Father; and how do you say then, Show us ttiteeFaDo you not
believe, that | am in the Father, and the Fathenef? The words that |
speak unto you, | speak not of myself: but the &athat dwells in me, he
does the works. Believe me that | am in the Fatdl, the Father in me.
Secondly, and being a personage of tabernaclemads or fashioned like
unto man, or being in the form and likeness of n(ar2.)
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Philip. 2. Let this mind be in you, which was aisd&Christ Jesus; who
being in the form of God, thought it not robbenb®equal with God; but
made himself of no reputation, and took upon hienfdrm of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of man, and, beingdfgufashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obedient unto deaém the death of the
cross. Heb. 2: 14,16. Forasmuch then as the chilaie partakers of flesh
and blood, he also himself likewise took part & §ame. For verily he
took not on him the nature of angels: but he taokion the seed of
Abraham.

Thirdly, he is also in the likeness of the pers@nafjthe Father. (5:2.)
Heb. 1:1,2,3. God, who at sundry times, and indiveanners, spake in
time past to the fathers, by the prophets, hasasd last days spoken unto
us by his Son, whom he has appointed heir of aig#) by whom also he
made the worlds; who, being the brightness of lmsygand the express
image of his person. Again, Philip. 2:5,6. Let tmsd be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus; who being in the forr@odl, thought it not
robbery to be equal with God.

Q. Was it by the Father and the son that all thimgse created and made,
that were created and made?

A. It was. Col. 1: 15,16,17. Who is the image @ thvisible God, the first
born of every creature; for by him were all thirmgeated that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invasiahether they be thrones
or dominions, principalities or powers; all thingsre created by him and
for him; and he is before all things, and by hiitlahgs consist. Gen. 1:1.
In the beginning God created the heavens and tfte ¢teb. 1:2. (God)
Has in these last days spoken unto us by his Soeomvhe has appointed
heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds

Q. Does he possess the fulness of the Father?

A. He does. Col. 1:19. 2:9. For it pleased the &iathat in him should all
fulness dwell. For in him dwells all the fulnesstioé Godhead bodily. Eph.
1:23. Which is his (Christ's) body, the fulnessioh that fills all in all.

Q. Why was he called the Son?

A. Because of the flesh. Luke 1:33. That holy thivigch shall be born of
thee, shall be called the Son of God.Math. 3:16Ahd Jesus, when he was
baptized, went up straitway out of the water: andHe heavens were
opened unto him, and he (John) saw the Spirit af Gescending like a
dove and lighting upon him: and lo, a voice fronaven, saying, This is

my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.
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Q. Was he ordained of the Father, from before dn@dation of the world,
to be a propitiation for the sins of all those vdhould believe on his
name?

A. He was. 1 Peter, 1:18,19,20. For as much akgow that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver analgivbm your vain
conversation, received by tradition from your fathdut with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish anthaut spot: who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the wdrld was manifested in
these last times for you. Rev. 13: 8. And all thaell upon the earth shall
worship him, (the beast) whose names are not writt¢he book of life of
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the worldCdrin. 2: 7. But we
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even thedmddystery, which
God ordained before the world unto our glory.

Q. Do the Father and the Son possess the same mind?

A. They do. John 5: 30. | (Christ) can of my owk de nothing: as | hear,
| judge, and my judgment is just; because | seeknmyoown will, but the
will of the Father who sent me. John 6:38. Forhr{§&) came down from
heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of hitmat sent me. John 10:
30. I (Christ) and my Father are one.

Q. What is this mind?

A. The Holy Spirit. John 15:26. But when the Contdoiis come, whom |
will send unto you from the Fathaven the Spirit of truth, which proceeds
from the Father, he shall testify of me. (Chri&dl. 4: 6. And because you
are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of hisiS8tanyour hearts.

Q. Do the Father, Son and Holy Spirit constitute Godhead?
A. They do. (5:12.)
Let the student commit this paragraph to memory.

Q. Does the believer in Christ Jesus, through ith@fthe Spirit, become
one with the Father and the Son, as the Fathetr@n8on are one?

A. They do. John 17: 20,21. Neither pray | for théke apostles) alone,
but for them also who shall believe on me throughrtword; that they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and laa,tthat they also may be
one in us, that the world may believe that thou kast me.

Q. Does the foregoing account of the Godhead &yra foundation for the
exercise of faith in him unto life and salvation?
A. It does.

52
sudbr.org



Q. How do you prove it?
A. By the third paragraph of this lecture.
Let the student commit this also.
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LECTURE SIXTH.

Of Faith.
SECTION 6.

1 Having treated, in the preceding lectures, of themas of the character,
perfections and attributes of God, we next procéedtreat of the
knowledge which persons must have, that the coofdée which they
pursue is according to the will of God, in ordeattthey may be enabled to
exercise faith in him unto life and salvation.

2 This knowledge supplies an important place in reageaeligion; for it
was by reason of it that the ancients were enableshdure as seeing him
who is invisible. An actual knowledge to any persioat the course of life
which he pursues is according to the will of Gedessentially necessary to
enable him to have that confidence in God, with@hich no person can
obtain eternal life. It was this that enabled thei@nt saints to endure all
their afflictions and persecutions, and to takdytly the spoiling of their
goods, knowing, (not believing merely,) that thesdha more enduring
substance. Heb. 10:34.

3 Having the assurance that they were pursuing aseowhich was
agreeable to the will of God, they were enabledalce, not only the
spoiling of their goods, and the wasting of theibstance, joyfully, but
also to suffer death in its most horrid forms; kimgy (not merely
believing,) that when this earthly house of thaibdrnacle was dissolved,
they had a building of God, a house not made wahds, eternal in the
heavens. Second Cor. 5:1.

4 Such was and always will be the situation of #ieats of God, that unless
they have an actual knowledge that the coursethb®t are pursuing is
according to the will of God, they will grow weairytheir minds and faint;
for such has been and always will be the oppositiorihe hearts of
unbelievers and those that know not God, againg plure and
unadulterated religion of heaven, (the only thingick ensures eternal
life,) that they will persecute, to the uttermoat| that worship God
according to his revelations, receive the truthhi& love of it, and submit
themselves to be guided and directed by his wild drive them to such
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extremities that nothing short of an actual knowkedf their being the
favorites of heaven, and of their having embradeat brder of things
which God has established for the redemption of, malh enable them to
exercise that confidence in him necessary for tteeovercome the world,
and obtain that crown of glory which is laid up tbem that fear God.

5 For a man to lay down his all, his character aplitation, his honor and
applause, his good name among men, his housdands his brothers and
sisters, his wife and children, and even his o¥endiso, counting all things
but filth and dross for the excellency of the kneslde of Jesus Christ,
requires more than mere belief, or supposition kigats doing the will of
God, but actual knowledge: realizing, that wherséhsufferings are ended
he will enter into eternal rest; and be a partakehe glory of God.

6 For unless a person does know that he is walkiegrding to the will of
God, it would be offering an insult to the digndf/the Creator, were he to
say that he would be a partaker of his glory wherslmould be done with
the things of this life. But when he has this kneage, and most assuredly
knows that he is doing the will of God, his confide can be equally
strong that he will be a partaker of the glory @idG

7 Let us here observe, that a religion that doegegquire the sacrifice of
all things, never has power sufficient to produce taith necessary unto
life and salvation; for from the first existence mafin, the faith necessary
unto the enjoyment of life and salvation never dooé obtained without
the sacrifice of all earthly things: it was throutghs sacrifice, and this
only, that God has ordained that men should enjeynal life; and it is
through the medium of the sacrifice of all earthifyngs, that men do
actually know that they are doing the things that well pleasing in the
sight of God. When a man has offered in sacrifitehat he has, for the
truth's sake, not even withholding his life, antldseng before God that he
has been called to make this sacrifice, becaussedéles to do his will, he
does know most assuredly, that God does and wak@chis sacrifice &
offering, & that he has not nor willot seek his face in vain. Under these
circumstances, then, he can obtain the faith nacg$sr him to lay hold
on eternal life.

8 It is in vain for persons to fancy to themselveat tthey are heirs with
those, or can be heirs with them, who have offéhed all in sacrifice, and
by this means obtained faith in God and favor viitin so as to obtain
eternal life, unless they in like manner offer uhim the same sacrifice,
and through that offering obtain the knowledge ttha&ty are accepted of
him.
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9 It was in offering sacrifices that Abel, the firgbartyr, obtained
knowledge that he was accepted of God. And fromdnes of righteous
Abel to the present time, the knowledge that mewehtnat they are
accepted in the sight of God, is obtained by affgrsacrifice: and in the
last days, before the Lord comes, he is to gatbhgether his saints who
have made a covenant with him by sacrifice. Ps.3505. Our God shall
clime, and shall not keep silence: a fire shallamsbefore him, and it shall
be very tempestuous round about him. He shalltoathe heavens from
above, and to the earth, that he may judge hislpe&mather my saints
together unto me; those that have made a covensmime by sacrifice.

10 Those, then, who make the sacrifice will have #sitony that their

course is pleasing in the sight of God, and thoke tave this testimony
will have faith to lay hold on eternal life, andIMae enabled, through faith,
to endure unto the end, and receive the crownishiaid up for them that

love the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. Baséhwho do not make the
sacrifice cannot enjoy this faith, because men dependent upon this
sacrifice in order to obtain this faith; therefotleey cannot lay hold upon
eternal life, because the revelations of God dogoaiantee unto them the
authority so to do; and without this guaranteénhfaduld not exist.

11 All the saints of whom we have account in all tegelations of God
which are extant, obtained the knowledge which thad of their
acceptance in his sight, through the sacrifice twhiey offered unto him:
and through the knowledge thus obtained, theihfagcame sufficiently
strong to lay hold upon the promise of eternal l&fed to endure us seeing
him who is invisible; and were enabled, throughthfaito combat the
powers of darkness, contend against the wiles efathversary, overcome
the world, and obtain the end of their faith, ette® salvation of their souls.

12 But those who have not made this sacrifice to @odyot know that the

course which they pursue is well pleasing in hghsifor whatever may be
their belief or their opinion, it is a matter ofuda and uncertainty in their
mind; and where doubt and uncertainty is, therth figi not, nor can it be.

For doubt and faith do not exist in the same peisothe same time. So
that persons whose minds are under doubts anddaan®t have unshaken
confidence, and where unshaken confidence is nete tfaith is weak, and
where faith is weak, the persons will not be abledntend against all the
opposition, tribulations and afflications which yheill have to encounter

in order to be heirs of God, and joint heirs withriSt Jesus; and they will
grow weary in their minds, and the ad-. versary alve power over them
and destroy them.
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Note. This lecture is so plain, and the facts set footlsalf-evident, that it
Is deemed unnecessary to form a catechism uptheistudent is therefore
instructed to commit the whole to memory.
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LECTURE SEVENTH.

Of Faith.
SECTION 7.

1 In the preceding lectures, we treated of whahfaias, and of the object
on which it rested; agreeably to our plan we noacped to speak of its
effects:

2 As we have seen in our former lectures, that faiéis the principle of
action and of power in all intelligent beings, batrheaven and on earth, it
will not be expected that we will, in a lecturetbis description attempt to
unfold all its effects; neither is it necessaryota purpose so to do; for it
would embrace all things in heaven and on eartl, emcompass all the
creations of God, with all their endless varieti®s:no world has yet been
framed that was not framed by faith; neither hagdhbeen an intelligent
being on any of God's creations who did not getetly reason of faith, as
it existed in himself or in some other being; naslthere been a change or
a revolution in any of the creations of God butas been effected by faith:
neither will there be a change or a revolution sslé is effected in the
same way, in any of the vast creations of the Altyigfor it is by faith that
the Deity works.

3 Let us here offer some explanation in relationaivhf that our meaning
may be clearly comprehended: We ask, then, whatvar® understand by
a man's working by faith? We answer: We understaad when a man
works by faith he works by mental exertion inste&gbhysical force: it is
by words instead of exerting his physical powernshwhich every being
works when he works by faith--God said, Let theedight, and there was
light--Joshua spake and the great lights which aml created stood still--
Elijah commanded and the heavens were stayeddmpace of three years
and six months, so that it did not rain: He agaiommanded, and the
heavens gave forth rain,--all this was done byhfaand the Savior says, If
you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, sahisormhountain, remove,
and it will remove; or say to that sycamine tree, ¥ plucked up and
planted in the midst of the sea, and it shall ojpmy. Faith, then, works by
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words; and with these its mightiest works have beand will be
performed.

4 It surely will not be required of us to prove, thiais is the principle upon
which all eternity has acted and will act; for gveeflecting mind must
know, that it is by reason of this power that B# hosts of heaven perform
their works of wonder, majesty and glory: Angelswadrom place to place
by virtue of this power--it is by reason of it thhey are enabled to descend
from heaven to earth; and were it not for the powfefaith they never
could be ministering spirits to them who should hmgrs of salvation,
neither could they act as heavenly messengershéyrwould be destitute
of the power necessary to enable them to do tHei@od.

5 It is only necessary for us to say, that the whiddle creation, as it now
exists, is the effect of faith --It was faith by mh it was framed, and it is
by the power of faith that it continues in its angaed form, and by which
the planets move round their orbits and sparklénftreir glory: So, then,
faith is truly the first principle in the sciencé BHEOLOGY, and when
understood, leads the mind back to the beginnimgcanries it forward to
the end; or in other words, from eternity to etgni

6 As faith, then, is the principle by which the healy hosts perform their
works, and by which they enjoy all their felicitye might expect to find it
set forth in a revelation from God as the princygb®n which his creatures,
here below, must act, in order, to obtain the &g enjoyed by the saints
in the eternal world, and that when God would utader to raise up men
for the enjoyment of himself, he would teach thdm hecessity of living
by faith, and the impossibility there was of thenjoying the blessedness
of eternity without it, seeing that all the blegsrof eternity are the effects
of faith.

7 Therefore, it is said, and appropriately too, tkathout faith it is
impossible to please God. If it should be askedy\Wghit impossible to
please God without faith? the answer would be, lieEawithout faith it is
impossible for men to be saved; and as God desieesalvation of man he
must of course desire that they should have fatid he could not be
pleased unless they had, or else he could be pleagetheir destruction.

8 From this we learn that the many exhortations tinave been given by
inspired men to those who had received the wortti@iord, to have faith
in him, were not mere common-place matters, buewer the best of all
reasons, and that was, because, without it theseneaalvation, neither in
this world nor in that which is to come. When meagin to live by faith

they begin to draw near to God; and when faithegqeted they are like
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him; and because he is saved they are saved alsthdy will be in the
same situation he is in, because they have comf@ntp and when he
appears they shall be like him, for they will s&®a ks he is.

9 As all the visible creation is an effect of faidg is salvation, also. (We
mean salvation in its most extensive latitude ténoretation, whether it is
temporal or spiritual.) In order to have this sgbjelearly set before the
mind, let us ask what situation must a person pmiarder to be saved? or
what is the difference between a saved man andvboes not saved? We
answer from what we have before seen of the heawentlds, they must
be persons who can work by faith, and who are amefaith to be
ministering spirits to them who shall be heirs alvation. And they must
have faith to enable them to act in the presendbeof.ord, otherwise they
cannot be saved. And what constitutes the reatrdifice between a saved
person and one not saved, is the difference idéigeee of their faith: one's
faith has become perfect enough to lay hold up@mnet life, and the
other's has not. But to be a little more particuletr us ask, where shall we
find a prototype into whose likeness we may benaglsited, in order that
we may be made partakers of life and salvationfd @ther words, where
shall we find a saved being? for if we can findaaesl being, we may
ascertain, without much difficulty, what all otharaist be, in order to be
saved - they must be like that individual or thaypmot be saved: we think,
that it will not be a matter of dispute, that tweirgs, who are unlike each
other, cannot both be saved; for whatever conesitthe salvation of one,
will constitute the salvation of every creature @vhwill be saved: and if
we find one saved being in all existence, we mayvgleat all others must
be, or else not be saved. We ask, then, wheres ipriftotype? or where is
the saved being? We conclude as to the answeliofjtiestion there will
be no dispute among those who believe the bibs,iths Christ: all will
agree in this that he is the prototype or standdrsgalvation, or in other
words, that he is a saved being. And if we shoalttioue our interogation,
and ask how it is that he is saved, the answerdvoe) because he is a just
and holy being; and if he were any thing differgom what he is he would
not be saved, for his salvation depends on hisgoprecisely what he is
and nothing else; for if it were possible for him ¢hange in the least
degree, so sure he would fail of salvation and &kkis dominion, power,
authority and glory, which constitutes salvatioor galvation consists in
the glory, authority, majesty, power and dominiorhickh Jehovah
possesses, and in nothing else; and no being seg® it but himself or
one like him: Thus says John, in his first epis3t€, and 3: Behold, now we
are the sons of God, and it doth not appear whatha# be; but we know,
that when he shall appear we shall be like himwershall see him as he
iIs. And any man that has this hope in him purih@sself, even as he is
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pure.--Why purify himself as he is pure? becausdhey do not they
cannot be like him.

10 The Lord said unto Moses, Leviticus, 19:2:--Spaako all the
congregation of the children of Israel, and saypuhem, Ye shall be holy:
for | the Lord your God am holy. And Peter saysstfepistle, 1:15 and 16:
But as he who has called you is holy, so be ye holall manner of
conversation; because it is written, Be ye .hoby, If am holy. And the
Savior says, Matthew, 15:48: Be ye perfect, evepoas Father who is in
heaven is perfect. If any should ask why all thesgngs? the answer is to
be found from what is before quoted from John'sténithat when he (the
Lord) shall appear, the saints will be like himdahthey are not holy, as
he is holy, and perfect as he is perfect, they cabe like him; for no
being can enjoy his glory without possessing hidgetions and holiness,
no more than they could reign in his kingdom withiois power.

11 This clearly sets forth the propriety of the Sagi®aying, recorded in
John's testimony, 4:12: Verily, verily | say untouy he that believeth on
me, the works that | do shall he do also; and greatrks than these,
because | go unto the Father. This taken in cororeetith some of the

sayings in the Savior's prayer, recorded in thdn LHapter, gives great
clearness to his expressions: He says, in the Z22B, and 24: Neither
pray | for these alone; but for them also who shalleve on me through
their words; that they all may be one, as thouh&maart in me, and | in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that thédwoay believe that thou
hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest nive given them, that
they may be one, even as we are one; | in themftamdin me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that the world kmeoyvthat thou hast

sent me, and hast loved them as thou hast lovedratieer, | will that they

also whom thou hast given me be with me where | dmat they may

behold my glory which thou hast given me; for thovedest me before the
foundation of the world.

12 All these sayings put together, give as clear @oant of the state of
the glorified saints as language could give--Thekadahat Jesus done they
were to do, and greater works than those which dree damong them
should they do, and that because he went to thieeFdtie does not say that
they should do these works in time; but they shadddgreater works
because he went to the Father. He says, in thev24sle: Father, | will that
they also whom thou hast given me, be with me whare; that they may
behold my glory. These sayings, taken in connectioake it very plain,
that the greater works, which those that believedhis name, were to do,
were to be done in eternity, where he was goind, ahere they should
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behold his glory. He had said, in another partisfdgnayer, that he desired
of his Father, that those who believed on him shdéa one in him, as he,
and the Father were one in each other: Neither pr&y these (the

apostles) alone, but for them also who shall beliem me through their
words; that they all may be one: that is, they Wlsbeve on him through

the apostles' words, as well as the apostles theessehat they all may be
one, as thou, Father, art in me and | in thee:ttieggt also may be one in us.

13 What language can be plainer than this? The Sawily intended to
be understood by his disciples: and he so spakeiég might understand
him; for he declares to his Father, in languagetadie easily mistaken,
that he wanted his disciples, even all of thembéoas himself and the
Father: for as he and the Father were one, sortinglyt be one with them.
And what is said in the 22nd verse is calculatedhtwe firmly establish
this belief, if it needs any thing to establish Hte says, And the glory
which thou gavest me, | have given them, that thay be one, even as we
are one. As much as to say, that unless they havglory which the Father
had given him, they could not be one with them: k®rsays he had given
them the glory that the Father had given him, thay might be one; or in
other words, to make them one.

14 This fills up the measure of information on thibgct, and shows most
clearly, that the Savior wished his disciples tdenstand, that they were to
be partakers with him in all things: not even Hargexcepted.

15 It is scarcely necessary here to observe what axee Ipreviously
noticed: That the glory which the Father and the Bave, is because they
are just and holy beings; and that if they werdilag in one attribute or
perfection which they have, the glory which thewdanever could be
enjoyed by them; for it requires them to be prdgisdat they are in order
to enjoy it: and if the Savior gives this gloryaany others, he must do it in
the very way set forth in his prayer to his Fatliigrmaking them one with
him, as he and the Father are one. In so doingduddvgive them the glory
which the Father has given him; and when his dissipre made one with
the Father and the Son, as the Father and ther8ama, who cannot see
the propriety of the Savior's saying, The workscahhi do, shall they do;
and greater works than these shall they do, beedays to the Father?

16 These teachings of the Savior must clearly shote us the nature of
salvation; and what he proposed unto the humanyfamiien he proposed
to save them--That he proposed to make them like himself; and he was
like the Father, the great prototype of all savemdps: And for any portion
of the human family to be assimulated into th&eress is to be saved; and
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to be unlike them is to be destroyed: and on timgérturns the door of
salvation.

17 Who cannot see, then, that salvation is the efiefaith? for as we have
previously observed, all the heavenly beings waorkHhes principle; and it
IS because they are able so to do that they amds&er nothing but this
could save them. And this is the lesson which tloel Gf heaven, by the
mouth of all his holy prophets, has been endeagdorteach to the world.
Hence we are told, that without faith it is impdsito please God; and
that salvation is of faith, that it might be by geato the end, the promise
might be sure to all the seed. Romans 4:16. Antlgnael, who followed
after the law of righteousness, has not attaindtiédaw of righteousness.
Wherefore? because they sought it not by faith alsut were by the works
of the law; for they stumbled at that stumblingn&toRomans 9:32. And
Jesus said unto the man who brought his son to toirget the devil who
tormented him, cast out, If thou canst believethatigs are possible to him
that believeth. Mark, 9:23. These with a multituote other scriptures,
which might be quoted, plainly set forth the ligimt,which the Savior, as
well as the Former Day Saints, viewed the planabfagion: That it was a
system of faith--it begins with faith, and contisuby faith; and every
blessing which is obtained, in relation to it, he teffect of faith, whether it
pertains to this life or that which is to come.Tustall the revelations of
God bear witness. If there were children of promikey were the effects
of faith: not even the Savior of the world exceptBiessed is she that
believed, said Elizabeth to Mary, when she wenvigit her;--for there
shall be a performance of the things which whetd ter of the Lord,
Luke, 1:45: Nor was the birth of John the baptig less a matter of faith;
for in order that his father Zacharias might bedidhe was struck dumb.
And through the whole history of the scheme of &fed salvation, it is a
matter of faith: every man received according ®fhith: according as his
faith was, so were his blessings and privileges; mothing was withheld
from him when his faith was sufficient to receive He could stop the
mouths of lions, quench the violence of fire, escte edge of the sword,
wax valiant in fight, and put to flight the armie$ the aliens; women
could, by their faith, receive the dead childrefifevagain: in a word, there
was nothing impossible with them who had faith. Alings were in
subjection to the Former Day Saints, accordindhas faith was--By their
faith they could obtain heavenly visions, the ntenmg of angels, have
knowledge of the spirits of just men made perfetthe general assembly
and church of the first born, whose names areemwith heaven, of God the
judge of all, of Jesus the Mediator of the new cawe, and become
familiar with the third heavens, see and hear thindpich were not only
unutterable, but were unlawful to utter. Petewiew of the power of faith,
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2nd epistle, 1:1,2 and 3 says, to the Former DaytSayrace and peace be
multiplied unto you, through the knowledge of Gadd of Jesus our Lord,
according as his divine power hath given unto bthalgs that pertain unto
life and godliness, through the knowledge of hiratthas called us unto
glory and virtue. In the first epistle, 1:3, 4 afiche says, Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who aaegrtb his abundant
mercy, has begotten us again unto a lively hoptaéyesurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, to an inheritance incorrdptdnd undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, wiedkapt by the power of
God through faith unto salvation, ready to be reacka the last time.

18 These sayings put together, show the Apostlelssyienost clearly, so
as to admit of no mistake on the mind of any irdlial. He says that all
things that pertain to life and godliness were givato them through the
knowledge of God and our Savior Jesus Christ. Anthe question is
asked, how were they to obtain the knowledge ofJdal there is a great
difference between believing in God and knowing :Hkmowledge implies
more than faith. Anal notice, that all things thagrtain to life and
godliness, were given through the knowledge of stttk anser is given,
through faith they were to obtain this knowledgad @aving power by
faith to obtain the knowledge of God, they couldhwit obtain all other
things which pertain to life and godliness.

19 By these sayings of the Apostle we learn, thavas by obtaining a
knowledgeof God, that men got all things which pertain tée liand

godliness; and this knowledge was the effect ahfabo that all things
which pertain to life and godliness are the effett&ith.

20 From this we may extend as far as any circumstameay require
whether on earth or in heaven, and we will findhié testimony of all
inspired men, or heavenly messengers, that alyshinat pertain to life and
godliness are the effects of faith and nothing:efidearning, wisdom, and
prudence fail, and every thing else as a meanaledtson but faith. This is
the reason that the fishermen of Gallilee couldthethe world--because
they sought by faith and by faith obtained. And tisi the reason that Paul
counted all things but filth and dross--what henferly called his gain he
called his loss; yea, and he counted all thingddss for the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord. Philipiang,8,9 & 10. Because,
to obtain the faith by which he could enjoy the Wiexge of Christ Jesus
the Lord, he had to suffer the loss of all thintipgs is the reason that the
Former Day Saints knew more, and understood morkeaf/en, and of
heavenly things than all others beside, becausertfarmation is the effect
of faith-to be obtained by no other means. And ithite reason, that men,
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as soon as they lose their faith, run into stritesjtentions, darkness and
difficulties; for the knowledge which tends to ldesappears with faith, but
returns when faith returns; for when faith comdsbrings its train of
attendants with it--apostles, prophets, evangelmstors, teachers, gifts,
wisdom, knowledge, miracles, healings, tonguegrpnetation of tongues,
&c. All these appear when faith appears on theheartd disappear when it
disappears from the earth. For these are the sffgictaith and always
have, and always will attend it. For where faitlthere will the knowledge
of God be also, with all things which pertain theresvelations, visions,
and dreams, as well as every other necessary thingrder that the
possessors of faith may be perfected and obtavatsah; for God must
change, otherwise faith will prevail with him. Aiheé who possesses it will,
through it, obtain all necessary knowledge and ansdintil he shall know
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, whom he has sdmbmwto know is
eternal life: Amen.
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